UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 15th November 2006 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall

Present:    Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Alistair Fyfe (AF), Richard Evans (RE), Martyn Crockett (MC), Michael Parson (MP), Verina Horsnell  (VH), Alistair Gammie (AG ),  Julie Swansborough (JS), Dominic Campbell (DC) (KDC), Tony Molland (TM) (WCC), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE) 
Apologies:   John Cabra (JC), Gary Sears (GS), Ali Perry (Voluntary Action Kennet)
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council)

                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment - Tony Molland reported on the Local Government Reorganisation White Paper.  The County Council is looking at a unitary authority for the whole of the County.  It was felt that if this came about there would be a danger of losing closeness with communities.
Dominic Campbell reported that KDC would be negotiating over the need to make savings and were trying to combine functions.  There would possibly be some redundancies.

Charlie Shea-Simonds emphasised that what local councils wanted was to be listened to regarding everyday issues such as refuse collection, recycling etc.  He felt that it was invidious that a protest letter from a Parish Council only counted as one response (i.e. equal in weight to a letter from an individual) whereas the Council represented the whole of a Parish (i.e. many individuals within that Parish).

	

	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 18.10.06 were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	


	3.  Matters Arising -  The Council’s objections, with reference to the poor visibility of the proposed access, to the planning application at 3 Pewsey Road were discussed.  The objections had been passed to Highways for their comments.  (This application has since been withdrawn).
There had been similar objections to the application at Dairy Cottage.  This has not yet been considered by KDC.

	

	4.  Planning - Dairy Cottage - K/55249/F - further application - 

                       Objections, on the grounds of access and design.
                    -  3 Pewsey Road - K/55202/F - objections - withdrawn
                    -  Kenya Cottage - K/55311/TR2 & K/55293/F -     

                        granted 

· Shed at St. Mary’s - no objection

· Holly Cottage, Jarvis Street - tree work - no objection

                      
	

	5a. Upavon Community Group - As Ali Perry was not present, the proposed Constitution for the Upavon Community Group could not be discussed.    
5b.Youth Project & Upper Playground -  Alistair Fyfe had attended the last meeting of the Upavon Community Group and reported that he felt the group had established a very positive basis.  Work had been undertaken on behalf of the group by a working party of residents, led by John Stevens.  He felt that this group should be congratulated on the standard and amount of work that had been undertaken.  A letter had been sent to the group on behalf of the Council.

Richard Evans reported on progress - the hard surface was due for completion, 3 dog waste bins and a litter bin had been ordered.  The hedge has been removed and the swing repaired.  John Stevens had been paid for his expenses.  Richard is trying to find someone to act as Secretary and has found someone who will act as Treasurer.   He will continue to act as Secretary until someone else can take over.

Pat Eyre to be advised when bins are installed in order to arrange emptying. 


	MP/AP
RE

RE/PE

	6.  Environment  -  Listing of red telephone box at Upper Village - this is now listed as ‘proposed’.
                            -  Lower Playing Field - Alistair Fyfe had obtained a quotation for the replacement of the climbing frame of £4209 including VAT, which was approved.  Impact Cleaning to be asked for quotation for ground work.
                            -  Fencing at the Allotments - Verina Horsnell apologised that she was still waiting to discuss this with allotment holders.

                            -  Xmas decorations - the landlord had agreed to supply the electricity for these.
                            -   Milestone at Trenchard Lines - it was reported that this had been badly repaired by Highways.  Charlie Shea-Simonds was looking at ways of dealing with the problem. 
          -   Meeting with Highways at Pewsey - Charlie 
Shea-Simonds, Verina Horsnell and Pat Eyre to attend.
                             -   Upavon Baptist Chapel - the Friends had asked if Upavon Parish Council  would make a donation towards the cost of re-roofing the Chapel.  This was discussed and Alistair Fyfe proposed a donation of £100.   (Seconded Julie Swansborough).   Members voted 3 for and 3 against, therefore the motion was not carried.
                              -   Litter bins - Pat Eyre reported that KDC were prepared to supply an additional black wheelie bin, to be stored at the Corner Shop (Mike Parr has agreed to this).  This should be used to accommodate refuse from the litter bins by the shop and removed from the bus shelter.  Les Chapman to be asked to arrange emptying.  It was also reported that a resident had been depositing household refuse in the litter bins.  A letter to be written to the person concerned.
                                  -   Fly Tipping - it had been reported that fly tipping was taking place on the track from Down View to the school.  A letter to be written to the person concerned.  It was also noted that fly tipping was taking place on the roadside towards Widdington Farm.
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	7.  Village Design Statement -  Alistair Gammie reported that the final draft had been circulated and comments were being taken into account.  The final version would be circulated.  Costs were discussed.  At present, the group had £1576 balance -  it was hoped that further income could be generated from sales.

	AG

	8.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -
(927)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses      £233.95    

(928)    L. Chapman  - Nov. & Dec.                                20.00                                             
(929)    Impact Cleaning                                            £1100.00
(930)     Royal British Legion (wreath)                         £18.00                          

(931)     A. Fyfe (litter picking)                                     £20.00                  
                                                                                   £1391.95
Pat Eyre reported that the 05 - 06 accounts had been sent to the external auditors.  These were approved and signed.
Precept Application -  it was decided that a total of £17625 be requested as the Precept for 07 - 08.  This is made up as follows -
Clerk’s Salary                                           £2400

Clerk’s Office Allowance                           £300

Clerk’s Expenses, including Stationery      £400

Insurance                                                     £600

PCC Cemetery                                            £500

Other Donations                                          £150

Village Hall Donation                                 £500

Newsletter                                                   £175

Bus Shelters                                                £400

WALC & Community First                        £400
Grounds & General Maintenance             £6000

Play Equipment/Projects                           £5000

Audit fee                                                     £400
                                                                £17625

Upavon Youth Club account -  Pat Eyre reported that she was holding an account totalling £600+ on behalf of the former Youth Club.  Though this is not linked to the Parish Council she asked for an opinion as to whether this amount might be contributed to the Upavon Community Group towards play equipment, etc. at the Upper Playing Field.  People formerly connected with the Youth Club had been consulted and were in agreement with this.  It was suggested that she contact Harvey Gibbons for his opinion.

	PE



	9.     Clerk’s Notes/Correspondence -  Information files - it was suggested that members be given a ‘time slot’ within which they should read and pass on the files. 

	PE


	10.     Items for the Magazine - Martyn Crockett to include details regarding refuse/recycling arrangements over the Christmas holiday.  Later in the meeting it was also suggested that he include a request for residents who wished to express their concerns over the possible closure of Pewsey Leisure Centre to write to Wiltshire County Council.

	MC

	11.     Parish Council Web Site  - Simon Bate and Alistair Gammie* had worked on this and taken into account suggestions and amendments.  Alistair Gammie emphasised that the email address to be used for suggestions, etc. is algammie@yahoo.co.uk

	SB/AG


	12.     Projects for 2006 - Village Work Parties - these are ‘on hold’ at the moment.                                                        

                                       -  Highways - Verina Horsnell* had agreed to attend the meeting at Pewsey on 17.11.06
                                       -  Trenchard Lines Magazine - Alistair Fyfe had circulated copies of the magazine to Council members.  Charlie Shea-Simonds emphasised the need for better communication between the MOD and the village.  It was pointed out that there had not been any mention of the village in the last ¾ magazines.  Most residents were unaware of the recent Bonfire event, which had not been publicised around the village. Martyn Crockett agreed to liaise between village organisations and Trenchard Lines.
Pottery Path - The work undertaken by Impact Cleaning had resulted in a dramatic improvement to this area.
Michael Parson suggested that the KDC contract be expanded in future to include paths and verges around the centre of the village and more frequent cuts.  He also suggested that other areas of the village requiring upgrading be identified (in addition to the village entrances).

	AG
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	13.   Ongoing items - report on progress - Handyman job list -  Michael Parson reported that all maintenance was up to date.  JR & Son would provide one more cut of the verges and the Lower Playing Field.  KDC had finished their cuts to the Upper Playing Field.  Mr. Goddard would be asked to deal with the rabbits and moles in the Lower Playing Field.  Michael is waiting for Impact Cleaning to quote for undertaking the ROSPA work for both playgrounds, incorporating the installation of the new climbing frame.
Demolition of the Conveniences - the toilets had now been demolished.  Parking spaces would be marked out in the new area available.
Hedge at the Allotments - Paul Cowan was not present.

	MP
PC

	14.  AOB - It was suggested that residents whose houses backed onto public footpaths be requested to maintain the paths behind their properties.  These to be identified and a letter sent out.

	CSS?

	The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday January 17th  2007 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall
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