UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 18th January 2006 at

 8 p.m. in the Village Hall

Present:    Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS),  Martyn Crockett (MC), Michael Parson (MP), Richard Evans (RE), Julie Swansborough (JS), Alistair Fyfe (AF), John Cabra (JC), Verina Horsnell (VH ), Paul Cowan (PC), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), Dominic Campbell (KDC), (DC), Tony Molland (WCC) (TM), Gary Sears (GS) 
Malcolm Crump (Chairman - Upavon Community Group)
Apologies: Alistair Gammie (AG)
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council)

                                                                                                                   ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported the sad death of Geoff Stevens and remembered his long service with the Parish Council in the past.
Police Officer Gary Sears reported that the area was generally quiet at the moment.  He invited Councillors to the Proactive Parish Action Days which were being held.  He will send details to Pat Eyre for circulation.
He reported that there would be a camera which would record registration numbers and other details of cars which were not taxed in use in Upavon and Enford on Wednesday 22nd February.  He invited any interested Councillors to attend, starting at 7.45 a.m. on Andover Road.  
Richard Evans asked about the recent vandalism at the Playgrounds in Upavon.  Alistair Fyfe was able to supply some names to Gary Sears.

Tony Molland reported that WCC will have a 2.1 million cut in its budget.  This will mean that there will be some redundancies.
Dominic Campbell reported that the fire and ambulance services are being re-organised.  KDC will also have a reduced budget.  Leavers were not being replaced.  He also encouraged councillors to become involved in PACT.  Julie Swansborough will pursue this.
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	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 16.11.05 were agreed and signed as a correct record.  

	

	3.  Matters Arising -  to be dealt with in other items.

	

	4.  Planning  -  Land behind the Antelope and demolition of the   

                     wall -  granted
                      -  The Moorings - withdrawn
                      -  Orchard Cottage site - (2 Jarvis Street) -going to          

                      Appeal
-   Orchard House, Summer House - granted

-   Tree work at 10 Chapel Lane - granted
-   Trenchard Lines - ‘Portakabin’ - no objection

-   Pear Tree Cottage - Tree work - no objection

-   3 Chapel Lane - extension - no objection

-   4 Fairfield - ground floor rear extension - no objection
	

	5.  Environment - Baptist Chapel - Request for signs and possible donation - Verina Horsnell reported on progress with the building.  To report at the next meeting regarding the request for signs and a possible donation from the Council.  It was reported that the blue tarpaulin was very noisy.
General Village Maintenance  -  Michael Parson reported that the Grounds Maintenance contract was being reviewed, prior to renewal in March.  Greater emphasis was to be placed on the bridge area and the centre of the village.
Paul Cowan reported that the MOD were planning the replanting of trees at Cowan’s Copse. 
The Gardens - Richard Evans was asked if he would liaise with residents at The Gardens regarding maintenance of the area. 
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	6.   Youth Project & Upper Playground -  Richard Evans reported on progress.  The exercise trail and the enclosed playground are now in place.  Minor repairs have been necessary due to vandalism.  Pitch marking for the 5 a side pitch is scheduled.  The hard standing area has had to be deferred as a new estimate needs to be obtained.  A financial report was presented to the Council.  The Community Group is scheduled to meet in January.
There had been a site inspection and outstanding work was due to be completed and repairs undertaken.

The proposals for the hard standing were discussed.  It was felt that this area may have to be smaller than was first intended due to costs.  Alistair Fyfe asked for a clearer statement regarding the finances of the project.  The need to build in costs of maintenance and repairs was mentioned.  There was also a need to discuss security and surveillance.   Use of CCTV was not recommended.  It was seen as not particularly effective.  It had been recommended to use extra lighting and notices. It was reported that some of the vandalism was being committed by young people from another village.  They had been seen using spanners on the equipment.  The importance of effective lighting on the playing field and car park was stressed.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to contact Claire Rooney from Salisbury Police HQ.
Malcolm Crump reported that the young people were enjoying the new equipment.  He also emphasised the need to find those responsible for the vandalism and take action.
Alistair Fyfe asked for a copy of the Agenda for the Community Group’s next meeting and Minutes from the last meeting.

There were question about the feasibility of providing more equipment, but Charlie Shea-Simonds emphasised that the provision must be limited to what had been agreed.  Richard Evans to pass receipts with VAT numbers to Pat Eyre.
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	7.  Village Design Statement -  Alistair Gammie was not present, but had submitted a report to the Council.  Information continues to be gathered about the village.  The group will be meeting again on 20th January and 15th February.  Charlie Shea-Simonds suggested that the draft be presented to Ed White direct.

	AG


	8.  Finance - Cheques for payment were -

                (867)  P. M. Eyre, Clerk’s Salary & Expenses      £246.93
                (868)  Les Chapman                                                £10.00                                          
                (869)   Ian Pocock - grounds maintenance            £310.44
                                                                                               £567.37  
Donations - it was decided not to make a donation to the Winged Fellowship Trust.  Pat Eyre to check amount of donation given to Splash last year and advise the Council at the next meeting.
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	9.     Clerk’s Notes/Correspondence - Details of meetings and courses were included in the Information folder and are also available from Pat Eyre. 
Michael Parson and Alistair Fyfe to report re Flood arrangements at next meeting. 
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	10.     Items for the Magazine - Martyn Crockett to co-ordinate this in future.
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	11.     Web Site - Simon Bate (Site Manager) not present.  John Cabra will liaise with him.  Charlie Shea-Simonds asked for suggestions regarding payment for Simon.
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	12.     Projects for 2006 - It was felt that working on projects which would enhance life in Upavon would help to promote community spirit.

Suggestions were - that the maintenance contract should be upgraded to include the centre of the village and that attention be paid to the bridge area.

In the area of The Gardens an attempt should be made to upgrade the fencing in front of the cottages.  Richard Evans to approach Jeremy Horton regarding this on behalf of the Council.

Michael Parson suggested that entrances to the village be enhanced, possibly with flower beds near the 30 m.p.h. signs.  Planting of hedges was also suggested.  It was hoped that residents in the relevant parts of the village might be involved in this project, with the possibility of a competition for the best presented ‘mini-garden’.
Charlie Shea-Simonds suggested the establishing of a ‘Seniors’ garden/mini-park area by the river, before the bridge.  The MOD and Nigel Wookey were in favour of this project.

Paul Cowan suggested that the river signs and railings should be repainted.  Highways looked at this project, but had insufficient funds.
Charlie Shea-Simonds agreed to meet with Nigel Wookey to discuss hedgerows and to see MOD representatives regarding the dead trees along the A345 and the possibility of establishing of a country path.  The path was seen to be a priority for the safety of residents from Riverside Park when walking to the centre of the village, which was described as ‘an accident waiting to happen’.
The possibility of erecting additional 30 m.p.h. signs was discussed.  Michael Parson suggested that the Council should try to find a legal way of doing this.  Verina Horsnell suggested ‘pedestrian’ signs.  The painting of 30 m.p.h. signs on the road was also suggested, plus additional 30 m.p.h. signs.  ‘Kill your Speed’ signs was another suggestion.  The loan of speed cameras was also suggested. Verina offered to investigate possibilities.

A village cleaning up exercise, involving residents was another suggestion.  Michael Parson and Alistair Fyfe to investigate, linked to revised maintenance contract.

Charlie Shea-Simonds offered to liaise with Nigel Wookey regarding the hedging from The Pottery towards Down View on both sides of the road.

Richard Evans to investigate funding available for landscaping.

The matter of rubbish outside Bridge House was mentioned.  Most of this had been cleared some time ago, but there was still some left.  Michael Parson to investigate. 
The matter of the closure of the toilets in the centre of the village was discussed.  It was felt that if the Council took over the running and maintenance of these it would place too much of a financial burden on the council tax payers in the village, especially as the toilets are mainly used by people passing through the village. 
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	13.   Ongoing items - report on progress - Handyman job list -  Michael Parson reported that the December vandalism had been repaired.  The paintwork in the lower bus shelter was waiting for a period of dry weather.  The seat by the bus shelter had been removed as it was rotten.  A replacement is being investigated.  No progress with the bridge area.  This to be treated as a ‘Project’ in future.  
Verina Horsnell asked about the paving slabs which had been placed behind the lower bus shelter.  It was felt that the Council did not object to them, but Charlie Shea-Simonds agreed to speak to the resident of Rose Cottage.

It was agreed that £267 be spent on new glass for the noticeboards on the lower bus shelter.   Paul Cowan to liaise with Michael Parson.  Paul Cowan also has replacement shingles for the roof.
Quality Councils - Alistair Fyfe had filled in the application form, but was waiting to confirm some details with Pat Eyre.
Verina Horsnell’s suggested road signs in the village were discussed briefly, but it was felt that the suggestions needed to be reviewed. 
Upper Bus Shelter - Michael Parson reported that the replacement shelter had been ordered and that services were in place for the site.  He was waiting for an instalment date.  Impact Services will prepare and make up the new slab after installation.  50% of costs should be covered by a grant from Highways Department.
Conveniences in Upavon - Costings had been obtained from KDC for cleaning and maintenance, but it was still felt that the implications for residents’ council tax increase did not justify the Council taking over the responsibility for the toilets.
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	14.  AOB - Julie Swansborough reported that she had obtained more dog fouling signs and would arrange to put them up in the village.
The matter of Christmas decorations in the village is to be discussed nearer the time.  John Cabra has the lights and will develop a plan with Alistair Fyfe.
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	The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday February 15th  2006 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall

ALL - PLEASE TRY TO PASS ON THE INFORMATION FILE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE and email Charlie Shea-Simonds when file has been read and passed to the next Councillor
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