UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday, 19th April 2006 at
 8 p.m. in the Village Hall, followed by the Parish Council Meeting
Present:    Paul Cowan (PC), Charlie Shea-Simonds (CSS), Verina Horsnell (VH ), Julie Swansborough (JS), Michael Parson (MP), Alistair Gammie (AG), John Cabra (JC), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE),. Gary Sears (Pewsey Police) (GS), Dominic Campbell (KDC) (DC), Tony Molland (WCC) (TM)
Members of the Public  - Noel Maskell, Brenda and Gordon Salt, Mike Parr, Clive Willis, Anne Perdeaux, Martin Perdeaux, Pat Holloway, Eileen Venables, Sally Lewis. 
Apologies - Alistair Fyfe (AF), Richard Evans (RE), Martyn Crockett, (MC),
 (WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council)

1.  The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20.4.04 were signed and agreed as a true record.

2.  There were no matters arising.

3.   Charlie Shea-Simonds gave the Chairman’s report., a copy of which is attached. 
4.    Dominic Campbell reported that KDC  were expecting changes due to the re-organisation of local government, with the emphasis being on regional government.  This could lead to decisions which would affect the local area being made as far away as Exeter.
KDC had made significant developments in waste disposal and re-cycling.
Police Officer Gary Sears reported that Pewsey Section is still undermanned with only four regular constables and a sergeant.  Official establishment is at the moment seven constables but may be reduced to six in the near future.  With other stations requiring more staff it may be some time before Pewsey reaches its full strength.
Generally, the Pewsey Section has been quieter than other years on all fronts.  Crime for the whole area has been much lower with one of the highest detection rates for the whole county. He listed the total crime figures for Pewsey Section for the last three years from April - March as follows -

2004 - 397 crimes


2005 - 419 crimes


2006 - 331 crimes

There are many changes in the pipe line both for policing and for the Wiltshire Constabulary.  The government has engineered the amalgamation of some police forces already.  The final decision for Wiltshire Constabulary has not yet been made but is not far off.

Pat Eyre read Peter Willey’s report on behalf of the Village Hall Committee.  Peter apologised for not being able to attend.
The Committee was delighted to report that bookings had again increased and therefore income from bookings had increased accordingly.  The Hall is now very well used.  It is also well maintained thanks to Clive Willis and the generosity of well wishers, such as Mr. John King, the electrician.

The Committee is also very grateful for the financial help it receives from the Parish Council, as well as the 500 Club.

The Hall will need some significant maintenance shortly, particularly in the case of the flat roof over the kitchen extension.

The Committee is very grateful to Clive and Sue Willis, Pat Eyre and Pam Bracher along with the rest of the members of the Committee. 
The Members of the Village Hall Committee were also thanked for their work by Charlie Shea-Simonds and Pat Holloway also expressed thanks to Clive and Anthony Willis for all their work on the Hall. 

The Annual Report from the PCC was given informally by Pat Holloway.  The PCC appreciated KDC’s work on the grass in the churchyard and other outside areas.  Re-organisation is also taking place in many parishes, resulting in churches needing to work in groups and clergy being responsible for several churches.
The War Memorial in the Cemetery was discussed.  The Parish Council is displaying a board at the base of the memorial, asking for details of names which need to be included referring to WWII.  Research is also being undertaken in an attempt to trace residents of Upavon who gave their lives during WWII.
Pat also thanked the Parish Council for their donation towards maintenance of the cemetery.

There was no report from Trenchard Lines as the new Commandant was away.

The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.
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