UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 17th January 2007 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall

Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan (Vice Chairman) (PC), Alistair Fyfe (AF), Martyn Crockett (MC), Verina Horsnell (VH), Alistair Gammie (AG ),  Julie Swansborough (JS), John Cabra (JC), Dominic Campbell (DC) (KDC), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), Ali Perry (Voluntary Action Kennet), Emma Brown (Neighbourhood Police, Pewsey)
Member of the Public - Noel Maskell.

Apologies:   Michael Parson (MP), Richard Evans (RE), 
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council)

                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment - Ali Perry (Voluntary Action Kennet) and Emma Brown (Neighbourhood Police, Pewsey) were welcomed to the meeting.

Dominic Campbell reported on WCC and KDC’s response to the Government White Paper.  There had been a unanimous decision to remain as a District Council and County Council, rather than a unitary authority, but there had been an overall decision to establish a unitary authority.  This would take some time to implement and there may be changes following the next Council election in May 07 and the General Election and WCC election in May 08.
Charlie-Shea-Simonds asked who would be paying for the new superloo in Devizes.  It seemed that this would be KDC.  It was felt that if this expense was justified on behalf of the tourists in the area, then the question remained why Upavon was expected to fund conveniences on behalf of tourists passing through the village.  He asked that DC pass on his comments.
Emma Brown outlined the changes under the Neighbourhood Policing policy.  Gary Sears remains at Pewsey as Response Officer, no longer doing day to day Beat Duties.  Emma, with Mark Fiander-Lewis will be Beat Managers - conducting foot patrols in and around Upavon, Pewsey and other local areas.  They expect to provide a higher visibility service.  There will be more information in the Neighbourhood Watch Bulletins.  There will be more use of ‘specials’ to do the basic groundwork.
Charlie Shea-Simonds invited any of the individuals involved in the policing of Upavon to attend the Parish Council meetings.

Noel Maskell asked about the Christmas decorations in the village centre.  It was pointed out that items members of the public wished to discuss during the Adjournment should be submitted to the Clerk, in writing, no later than 48 hours before the meeting.

	

	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 15.11.06 were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	


	3.  Matters Arising - dealt with under Agenda items.

	

	4.  Planning - Dairy Cottage - K/55249/F - withdrawn
· Shed at St. Mary’s - granted
· Holly Cottage, Jarvis Street - tree work - granted
· 13 Down View K/55596/F - granted

· Upavon Golf Club K/55550/F - granted

· 32 High Street - tree work 64.66.00 - approved by letter

· Dairy Cottage (Garden Cottage) K54371/F - amendment to previous application, due to increased height of building, which was even higher than the previous amendment.  The planning sub-committee of the Parish Council had agreed that this was ‘out of order’.  They felt that the building was now out of proportion.   Dominic Campbell asked for a copy of the objections and a request to bring the matter before the Regulatory Committee. 

                      
	PE/DC

	5a. Upavon Community Group - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that he and Michael Parson had met with Ali Perry regarding the proposed new Constitution for the Upavon Community Group.  A new draft had been drawn up as a result, which would be discussed at the next meeting of the group.  There was a need for a Secretary to organise administration for the group.  Charlie Shea-Simonds would place an advertisement in the Parish Magazine asking for a volunteer.  Pat Eyre had agreed to work with the volunteer initially.  A ‘licence’ between the Parish Council and the group had also been discussed.  This would safeguard the interests of both the Parish Council and the group.  Ways for the group to move forward would also be discussed at the next meeting and the intention was to involve young people in these discussions.  It was hoped that the group would be ‘reconstructed’ at the next meeting.  Ali Perry was invited to attend future Council meetings to report on the progress of the group.  She thanked the Parish Council for releasing the initial funding to allow the formation of the group.  She would be staying as Chairman of the group.  Councillors were invited to attend any of the group’s meetings.  It was felt that there was a need for the group to move on and to involve more local people, who were now beginning to take ‘ownership’ of the project.  It was possible that they may be applying for an Award.  There would be an Open Day sometime in the summer, when all the equipment had been set up.

5b.Youth Project & Upper Playground -  Richard Evans was not present but had submitted a report to the Council.  Dog waste and litter bins had been installed and arrangements made for their emptying.  A satisfactory meeting had been held with Clare Rooney of Wilts. Police who believed that the group may be able to apply for an Award for the facilities being provided.  Malcolm Crump and Jackie MacDonald had met with young people in the area and a new list for possible facilities had been drafted.  The next meeting of the group would be on Monday February 12th at the school at 6.30 p.m.

	MP/AP
RE

RE/AP



	6.  Environment  -  Listing of red telephone box at Upper Village - no further progress.
                            -  Lower Playing Field - Alistair Fyfe reported that replacement of the climbing frame was now waiting for better weather.  An increase in the funding was requested in order to replace the worn bark standing with rubberised tarmac which was felt to be much better.  This was agreed.  Impact Cleaning would be asked to remove the existing concrete and frame.  The bark would be re-used to top up existing bark beneath the swings.
                            -  Fencing at the Allotments - Verina Horsnell hoped to have a meeting with allotment holders next month when various issues would be discussed.  Charlie Shea-Simonds asked Verina to clarify the situation regarding parking arrangements with the new occupiers of Townend Cottage.
                            -   Milestone at Trenchard Lines - it was reported that a meeting had been held with a KDC Conservation Officer, but there had been no further progress.  
          -   Meeting with Highways at Pewsey - Charlie 

Shea-Simonds to write a letter asking for a site meeting re footpath from Riverside and junction of A345/342. 
                              -   Litter bins - Pat Eyre reported that Les Chapman had agreed to undertake the various tasks outlined in a letter from the Parish Council (which has been circulated to Councillors) and had been equipped with the necessary equipment.
                                -   Fly Tipping - a letter had been written to the ‘fly tipper’ at Watson Close.  It was agreed to write another letter asking that the rubbish already tipped be removed by the end of the month.  It was reported that fly tipping was also taking place beside the road to Widdington.

                                - Black bags at Devizes Road - it was reported that a skip had been ordered in order to clear these.

                                 -  Footpaths -  Michael Parson was not present but had suggested that the footpaths from the Cemetery to Devizes Road and from Downview to the joining with the path from beside The Pottery be prioritised when funds allowed.

                                   -  Street nameplates - it was felt that some of these needed refurbishing.  It was requested that Councillors look out for those in need of attention and report to Pat Eyre, who would draw up a list for the attention of KDC.  A copy to be sent to Dominic Campbell.

                                   -  Trees along Greenway - Verina Horsnell reported that many of these were dead and potentially dangerous.  Charlie Shea-Simonds agreed to speak to Nigel Wookey about these.

                                    -  It was also felt that the River Avon sign by Scales Bridge needed refurbishing - it was agreed to ask Michael Parson to add this to the handyman list, when funds allow.

                                    
	PE

AF/MP
VH
CSS/MP/PE
CSS

CSS/PE

ALL/PE

CSS

MP

	7.  Village Design Statement -  Charlie Shea-Simonds congratulated Alistair Gammie and the working group on the production of the Statement, which was now published and being delivered to all the houses within the Parish.  It was felt that they had done ‘a fantastic job’.   It was hoped to raise more funds by the sale of additional copies and aerial photographs, but there was a need for a further amount from the Parish Council.  It was agreed that this should be paid. 

	MC/AG/PE

	8.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -
(940)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses      £236.87    

(941)    L. Chapman  - Jan.                                              40.00                                             
(942)    J. Cabra (website)                                                  6.93
(943)    Splash donation                                                    25.00
                                                                                      £308.80
Pat Eyre reported that the 05 - 06 accounts had been approved by the external auditors.
Precept Application  - £17625 had been requested as the Precept for 07 - 08.  This is made up as follows -
Clerk’s Salary                                           £2400

Clerk’s Office Allowance                           £300

Clerk’s Expenses, including Stationery      £400

Insurance                                                     £600

PCC Cemetery                                            £500

Other Donations                                          £150

Village Hall Donation                                 £500

Newsletter                                                   £175

Bus Shelters                                                £400

WALC & Community First                        £400
Grounds & General Maintenance             £6000

Play Equipment/Projects                           £5000

Audit fee                                                     £400
                                                                £17625

The VAT refund 05 - 06 of £2721.58 had been paid into the bank.
It was agreed that a donation of £25 be made to Splash.
	PE

	9.     Clerk’s Notes/Correspondence -  Information files - it was reported that generally the ‘time slot’ for reading the files was working.  It was requested that a waterproof cover be provided for the file.

	PE


	10.     Items for the Magazine - Martyn Crockett to include the information that 48 hours notice in writing to the Clerk was required from members of the public wishing to raise items during the Agenda.
Charlie Shea-Simonds to write an article asking residents to consider standing for election as Councillors at the local elections in May.

It was noted that future contributions should be sent to either Pam Bracher or Jill Hughes at the email address shown in the current magazine.

	MC

CSS

	11.     Parish Council Web Site  - Alistair Gammie emphasised that the email address to be used for suggestions, etc. is algammie@yahoo.co.uk  Alistair to meet with Pat Eyre regarding amendments.

	AG/PE


	12.     Projects for 2007 - Village Work Parties - these are ‘on hold’ at the moment.  It was suggested that the custom of ‘Beating the Bounds’ be reinstated.                                                       


	AG


	13.   Ongoing items - report on progress - Handyman job list /Village maintenance-  Michael Parson was not present but had reported that all work on the job list had been completed and suggested that KDC be asked to quote for the maintenance work on grass cutting, verges, etc.
Demolition of the Conveniences - Charlie Shea-Simonds to write to KDC protesting about the expenditure on superloos in Devizes and Marlborough, at the expense of provision in the villages.
Hedge at the Allotments - Paul Cowan had spoken to Clive Willis and Graham Andrews.  It was expected that the work would be undertaken when the weather improved.
Neighbourhood Policing -  Verina Horsnell had submitted a report which had been circulated to all Councillors.  This had also been covered during the Adjournment.

	MP
CSS
PC


	14.  AOB - Martyn Crockett reported that Trenchard Lines were happy to accept material for inclusion in their magazine, provided that they maintain editorial rights.  It was suggested that a copy of the Village Design Statement be sent to the Camp Commandant.
Alistair Fyfe raised the matter of the number of potholes in the roads.  Details to be given to Charlie Shea-Simonds, including a 6 figure grid reference.


	MC
AF/CSS

	The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday February 21st  2007 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall
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