UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 17th October 2007 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), John Cabra (JC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Sophie Horton (SH), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB),  Michael Parson (MP), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), Dominic Campbell (KDC) (DC), Martyn Crockett (MC), Alistair Fyfe (AF)
Apologies:  
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council   

 UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment  -  Dominic Campbell reported that everything was quiet at KDC and that staff were trying to adjust to the changes due to the ‘One Council for Wiltshire’ plan.

There would be a full council meeting next week.

Charlie Shea-Simonds and Robert Bruce reported that they had attended the ‘Meet and Greet’ evening which had been arranged by WCC to discuss the implications of the change.  It was felt that this was seen as a PR exercise and that the situation was one of ‘stand by’. 

	

	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 19.9.07  were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	

	3.  Matters Arising - A planning application had been received regarding work at Upavon airfield.  It appears that the runway will run parallel to the road and towards the south of crossing A.  What had been described as a ‘consultation’ was felt to be more in the nature of a ‘briefing’.  It was also felt that this development would go ahead anyway.  Permission for a maximum of 124 take-offs per annum had been applied for.
It was felt that the Parish Council would be justified in objecting to the erection of temporary buildings as there was an empty hangar available, which was let out but not fully used.  It is understood that the hangar is a listed building and that its use should be encouraged.
It was pointed out that the anticipated noise pollution would not be as bad as had been expected.
KDC had agreed to an extension to the deadline for a response and Charlie Shea-Simonds had spoken to the MOD Agent with a view to setting up a public meeting as soon as possible.  

It was reported that the ‘Chatterbox’ pre-school group had only 10 members at present, but this was probably due to seasonable forces.

	CSS


	4.  Planning .-  K/56690/F - SPTA - Military track - application 
                        submitted to Regulatory Committee of KDC - no 

                        further development. 

                     -  K/57122/F - Vehicular access at 6, Chapel Lane - no 

                        Objections - no further development
                     -  K/57191/F - 27 Jarvis Street - extension - no 
                        objections

                     -  K/57451/TR2 - tree work at 5 Pewsey Road - no 

                        objections
                     -  K/57477/F - Upavon airfield - recently received

It was reported that the porch at 1 Chapel Lane was being replaced.

Michael Parson agreed to request sight of the paperwork regarding the new house at Daisy Cottage.


	

	5.  Environment  - Playing fields, footpaths and general maintenance - Michael Parson reported that maintenance work and mowing has proceeded smoothly.  It was hoped to arrange the outstanding repairs to the lower playground fence and post shortly.  Weedkilling had been effective and the ‘thistle plague’ was being dealt with.
                             -  River Avon signs by Scales Bridge - Michael Parson had contacted Impact Cleaning and it was hoped that work would begin shortly.
                             - Highways matters - Charles Leigh-Bennett continued to liaise with Highways.  He was arranging a meeting with Mark Stansby.
Jim Fox had been in touch regarding the state of the wall behind The Beeches.  He said that work would begin shortly.
Footpath from Riverside - a letter had been written to the MOD Land Agent.  A map had been requested, which Noel Maskell had provided.  Pat Eyre to write again, attaching the map.  Noel Maskell to ask Highways to provide costings.
The ROSPA playground inspection had not yet been carried out.  Pat Eyre to contact them, asking when the inspection would be carried out.
The village centre - Charles Leigh-Bennett suggested that once plans were finalised he would like a small team of people to work with him.
Daffodil planting - Alistair Fyfe reported that this had taken place, though the turnout had been disappointing.  He thanked all those who did turn up for their hard work.  As no-one from the Down View/Watson Close area of the village had turned up 1 ½ sacks had been taken to the school for planting to be arranged.  Alistair asked if someone else would take on the planting next year and that a date be set early.  It was also suggested that crocuses might be planted.  Some residents had suggested that wild daffodils would be better than cultured varieties. 

Michael Parson was asked to invite the Parish Steward to attend a meeting of the Parish Council some time.
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	6.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(987)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £246.43
(988)    L. Chapman - October                                          40.00 
(989)    Upavon Village Hall 2nd ½ yearly donation       250.00

(990)     St. Mary’s PCC 2nd ½ yearly donation              250.00

(991)     Royal British Legion (Wreath)                            18.00
(992)     KDC (Grounds Maintenance)                            763.75

(993)     A. Fyfe (bulbs)                                                   160.00

(994)     Mazars (Audit)                                                   381.00

(995)     WCC Allotments                                                  28.00

(996)      Upavon Primary School                                      50.00
                                                                                     £2188.06

The balance in the current account, after payment of the above cheques would be £17384.05.
½ yearly Precept (September) - £8813 had been received.

Accounts 06 - 07 had passed the external audit.
It was confirmed that Robert Bruce had registered an interest in applying for a grant from KDC on behalf of the Council.
Copies of the Council’s accounts 06 - 07 and 07 - 08 to date, with estimated figures to March 31st 08 were supplied in order to assist with Precept application.  Decision to be made at November meeting, as application needs to be submitted to KDC early in January.

	RB

	7.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - The Remembrance wreath had been received and passed to Charlie Shea-Simonds.

	

	8.     Items for the Magazine -  Conservation Guidance Notes re Thatching are available for consultation from Pat Eyre or via www.kennet.gov.uk
Pewsey Police warning that there had been a number of burglaries from sheds and outbuildings in the area.


	MC

	9.     Parish Council Web Site  - Alistair Gammie had been extremely busy with work commitments, but would be updating the site.  John Cabra will also work on it, but would like someone else to collaborate on the ‘artwork’ side.  He will arrange to discuss with Alistair.

	AG/JC


	10.  Projects for 2007 -   UCG - Sophie Horton reported that UCG had not met recently, as Ali Perry had been unwell.  It was hoped that there would be a meeting shortly.  She was still chasing the art project for the upper playing field via the PAWS scheme.  There had been a delay over obtaining bank statements and other paperwork from Richard Evans.  Julie Swansborough should obtain these.
A grant of £200 had been received from KDC towards the provision of basketball nets etc.  The insurance was at present on hold, until the documentation was obtained.  It was hoped to arrange a meeting with KDC.
Parish Council Plan -  Robert Bruce reported on the outcome of the public meetings.  He had drawn up an Action Plan, based on feedback from the meetings and other surveys which had been carried out in the village.
The various points raised were discussed at length.  Robert will prepare an amended Plan for the next meeting, with a costed budget.
Pat Eyre to ask Les Chapman to clear the drain on Andover Road, opposite the Pottery.

Robert was thanked for his work on the Plan.
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	11.  AOB - Robert Bruce asked that Councillors support the Remembrance Service.
The matter of an Allotments Committee was raised.  Pat Eyre to supply Paul Cowan with a list of allotment holders.
It was agreed that a donation of £50 was to be made to the school, to cover use for one of the public meetings. 
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	The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday 21st November 2007 at 7.30 p.m.  in the Village Hall
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