UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 19th September 2007 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), John Cabra (JC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Sophie Horton (SH), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), Julie Swansborough (JS), Michael Parson (MP), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), Dominic Campbell (KDC) (DC), Tony Molland (TM) WCC
Apologies:  Martyn Crockett (MC), Alistair Fyfe (AF)
Members of the public. 
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council   

 UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment  - Members of the public attended to register their concerns regarding the use of ‘unmanned aircraft’ at Upavon airfield.  Charlie Shea-Simonds reported on the briefing meeting he and Alistair Fyfe had attended.  There was very little that the Parish Council could do until the formal application for planning permission regarding buildings at the airfield were received, but the concerns were ‘taken on board’.
Concerns were - that the aircraft were an unknown quantity, that there would be excessive noise pollution and that they might pose a danger threat to the village.  It was also felt that there might be an additional volume of traffic involved in transporting the planes to the airfield.
It was felt that should applications be made for additional buildings to be erected at the airfield, then the Council would probably oppose these, on the grounds that there were already enough suitable buildings on site.
It would appear that the flight path would not be over the village, but rather over the tracks at ‘A’ crossing and the danger zone. Members of the public were assured that the Council would do all it could to ensure that the village was not adversely affected.
Dominic Campbell reported that KDC were still trying to run existing services and planning matters whilst coping with the changes regarding the unitary policy.  Staff were stretched, as several were moving to other authorities where they felt their career prospects were more certain.  It would be likely that services, apart from statutory duties would be run down.  There would be money available for community projects, social housing etc. from existing funds.  It was felt to be important that the Council expressed an interest in available funding.  Robert Bruce agreed to look into this.

It was reported that Shropshire County Council were involved in a court case, looking into whether they had acted incorrectly without proper consultation.   
Tony Molland reported that KDC had applied for a judicial review and that there will be an announcement about this.

It was felt to be important that the Parish Council should be seen to be ‘fighting their corner’ for the village.  Robert Bruce, Charles Leigh-Bennett and Charlie Shea-Simonds agreed to attend the  ‘Meet and Greet’ evening with WCC and to meet beforehand for discussion.  Their purpose would be to try and gain information about the implications, for the Parish Council, of the introduction of the single unitary authority.

	RB

RB, CLB, CSS

	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 18.7.07  were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	

	3.  Matters Arising - The Parish Council Plan for 2008 - 2011 was discussed.  2 Public Meetings had been arranged on September 25th and October 3rd, details had been displayed around the village.  Council was asked to agree the Parish Council’s mission statement, to offer suggestions, to support the public meetings and to agree timelines for 2008 and beyond.  This was agreed, based on the report submitted by Robert Bruce.

	


	4.  Planning .-  K/56690/F - SPTA - Military track - application 
                        submitted to Regulatory Committee of KDC 

                     -  K/57000/F - repositioning of garage at Garden   

                        Cottage - full planning permission granted.
                     -  K/57122/F - Vehicular access at 6, Chapel Lane - no 

                         objections

                     -   K/57211/F - additional equipment at O2 mast - no 

                         objections
                     -   K/57191/F - 27 Jarvis Street - extension - no 
                         objections

 
	

	5.  Environment  - Playing Fields - Michael Parson reported that KDC had done an excellent job over the summer.  Outstanding issues which will be attended to were - trees impacting on the fence round the lower playing field, raking of the chipping and removal of weeds under some of the play equipment.  The services of a welder were being sought to repair the barrier post at the lower playing field.
                             -  River Avon signs by Scales Bridge - Michael Parson is trying to contact Impact Cleaning.
                             - Highways matters - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that Highways were still maintaining that nothing could be done about the junction by the garage until a decision was made about the proposed development there.  The area around Avon Square is being scheduled for resurfacing.  Possible traffic calming measures were being considered.  An inspection has been sought with a view to introducing traffic calming measures throughout the village, for which a minimum costing based on the precedent of Latton in North Wiltshire would be some £40,000.  An estimate of £4,000 for reducing the speed limit had also been suggested..
Pat Eyre was asked to contact Clarence regarding the pipes alongside the bridge as the supports were rusted through.

Pat Eyre was asked to write to Jim Fox on behalf of the Council again, regarding the state of the wall behind The Beeches.

Noel Maskell had submitted a report regarding the proposed footpath from Riverside to the centre of the village.  Nigel Wookey, the tenant of the MOD had no objections, provided that fencing was provided as a replacement to the hedge.  The owner of Riverside Park also had no objections, again subject to fencing being provided.  WCC had provided figures for the proposed lighting of £73, plus VAT for the light itself and a possible £2250, plus VAT for the electrical works.  It was hinted that the work may go ahead faster if the Council was prepared to make a contribution towards the costs.  Noel would try to obtain another estimate. .
Pat Eyre to contact MOD re use of the land alongside the A345 from the stables towards Finches Cottages.

Mark Fiander-Lewis had submitted a report regarding speed checks in Upavon - 6 speed enforcement checks had been carried out.  There had also been numerous static and mobile patrols in the area.  Numerous verbal warnings for minor transgressions of the speed limit were issued.  11 motorists were issued with tickets or production slips as a result of the checks.  The team will be asked to carry out ad hoc checks in Upavon as and when they can.
The ROSPA playground inspection had not yet been carried out.

The village centre - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that he had not yet been able to obtain a satisfactory response from Reeders regarding the garage site.  He had written to Mark Stansby regarding the street signage.  It was hope to undertake some planting in the spring.  Mike Parr at The Corner Shop might agree to provide some climbing plants by the wall outside the shop.
It was again suggested that the Parish Steward be invited to attend a meeting of the Parish Council some time.  This was agreed.
	MP
CLB
PE
PE
NM
CLB
MP

	6.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(984)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £322.10
(986)    L. Chapman - September                                     40.00  
                                                                                      £362.10
The balance in the current account, after payment of the above cheques would be £10734.11.   ½ yearly Precept due end September £8812  

Accounts 06 - 07 had been submitted to the external auditor.
VAT refund (06 - 07) £2984.43 received


	

	7.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Some older information files have still not been returned, but more recent files have been received.
It was decided to hold monthly meetings for the time being, as it was felt that there was a great deal of business to be undertaken.


	

	8.     Items for the Magazine -  Pat Eyre to arrange for an item thanking Mr. & Mrs. Docherty for their donation of £25 towards the cost of daffodils.

	PE

	9.     Parish Council Web Site  - Alistair Gammie was not present.

	AG



	10.  Projects for 2007 -   Sophie Horton reported that UCG had not met recently, but would be having a meeting shortly.  She was still chasing the art project for the upper playing field.
Robert Bruce asked that Sophie attend one of the Parish Plan meetings.


	SH

SH

	11.  AOB - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that the Little Flyers pre-school group was low on numbers and suggested that more children were attending the pre-school group at Trenchard Lines.  Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that 2 children from the village were attending Trenchard Lines.  Charles Leigh-Bennett will attend meetings of the Little Flyers and will encourage them to place an article in the Parish Magazine, encouraging parents to use the group.

	CLB

	The meeting closed at 9 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday 17th October 2007 at 7.30 p.m.  in the Village Hall
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