UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 21st November 2007 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Sophie Horton (SH), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB),  Michael Parson (MP), Martyn Crockett (MC), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE)
Apologies:  John Cabra (JC), Alistair Fyfe (AF), Julie Swansborough (JS)
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council   

 UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment  -  Charlie Shea-Simonds and Pat Eyre had attended the funeral service for Dominic Campbell.  Charlie reported that it had been an uplifting experience.  He had sent a letter to Dominic’s widow, Sarah, stressing how thankful the Council members were for everything that Dominic had done on their behalf.
It had been hoped to discuss the matter of ‘abandoned’ vehicles at Avon Square with Mark Fiander-Lewis of Pewsey police.  It was not possible for him to attend, but he had sent an email suggesting that residents supply the registration numbers of the vehicles by phoning 0845 4087000 Ext. 745818 or 745815, or emailing Mark.Fiander-Lewis@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk    Pat Eyre also offered to pass on any information residents could supply.
Charlie Shea-Simonds to contact Mark, asking that an officer come to Upavon to look at the situation.


	PE
CSS

	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 17.10.07  were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	

	4.  Matters Arising - Michael Parson to invite Parish Steward to attend next meeting of Upavon Parish Council.

	MP



	4a.  Forward Planning/Budget/Precept Application -  this item was brought forward to cover items from other Agenda items - Precept application (7), KDC grant application (7),and Parish Council Plan - 08 - 11 (11) - It was decided that a Precept of £16625 be applied for - this would achieve a reduction of 5.7%.  This takes into account the need to show value for money and also to achieve a reduction in the amount applied for.  Projects to be undertaken were - provision of 2 noticeboards, more litter and dog waste bins, flower pots and plants for suitable areas of the village, bicycle stands outside the shop, a villagers’ day and website maintenance.

A small sum was also included for some initial traffic calming measures.

Longer term projects such as the proposed footpath from Riverside to the centre of the village, Village Hall carpark and river access, traffic calming measures should have detailed plans drawn up by the end of August 09, to be presented at the September meeting of the Council.  It was agreed that the Council should maintain a  reserve of £5000.  Individual project ‘leaders’ should be responsible for budgeting their projects.  The possibility of obtaining grants and other funding also to be explored.
The draft budget, including the Precept figure was agreed by Council.
As it would not be possible to have detailed plans in place by the deadline of December 31st for obtaining grants from KDC it was agreed not to apply for grants.  If the deadline was extended this could be reconsidered.
Sophie Horton reported that UCG’s intent for 08/09 was unclear: Council therefore agreed that it 2 would not be appropriate to allocate any funding to the group.  Any subsequent in year application would of course be given consideration.  She also reported that the plan to re-install lighting at the Upper Playing Field had been investigated and that she was awaiting estimates.    Once the supply is re-connected the Parish Council would be responsible for the cost of electricity.  A list of what the children had said they would like is minuted under item 11.
‘Team’ leaders were agreed as follows -  Village Hall carpark  and traffic calming measures - Charles Leigh-Bennett, footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell.  Leaders to recruit other members to assist them. 
Robert Bruce to update the Parish Plan and re-issue before the next meeting.

Robert Bruce was thanked for all his work on preparing the Precept application and budget.


	PE/CSS
RB

SH

CLB/NM

RB


	5.  Planning .-  K/56690/F - SPTA - Military track - application 
submitted to Regulatory Committee of KDC - no further development. 

                     -  K/57122/F - Vehicular access at 6, Chapel Lane - the owner had been informed that planning permission was not needed as the road was unadopted.                    
                      -  K/57191/F - 27 Jarvis Street - extension - planning permission granted                     
                      -  K/57451/TR2 - tree work at 5 Pewsey Road - 

permission granted
                     -  K/57477/F - Upavon airfield - it was hoped that eventually there would be a public meeting regarding this application, but it was now subject to a delay as it had been discovered that the site was of archaeological importance and further work would need to be carried out before the application could be considered.  Charlie Shea-Simonds was monitoring the situation.

	CSS


	6.  Environment  - Playing fields, footpaths and general maintenance/River Avon signs by Scales Bridge - Michael Parson reported that footpaths, particularly from the allotments to Pewsey Road continued to be strimmed by KDC.  Michael had contacted Impact Cleaning and there would shortly be a site meeting regarding the work to be done following the ROSPA report on the playing fields. Repairs to fencing, treework, repair of the security post at the Lower Playing Field, and painting of the River Avon signs on both sides would be undertaken.  Pat Eyre to ask Les Chapman to rake the bark chippings twice weekly.
                          - Highways matters - Charles Leigh-Bennett continued to liaise with Highways.  He had arranged a meeting with Mark Stansby and Rod Gibbs on Monday 26th November.  Noel Maskell will also attend, to discuss footpath.  It was hoped that a date would be set for the resurfacing of Avon Square.  It was later agreed that the matter of dropping kerbs to enable disabled access would also be raised.
Noel Maskell had been in touch with Jim Fox regarding the state of the wall behind The Beeches.  It was pointed out that the maintenance of the wall was Jim’s responsibility and suggested that he get in touch with KDC Conservation office.
The village centre - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that there had been no further progress.
War Memorial - as it was now some 18 months since a notice was put up and an article was placed in the Parish Magazine asking whether anyone knew of any other names which needed to be added to the memorial and there had been no further responses, it was agreed that the name of Leslie George Hills (Sgt. RAF/SAA) be added to the memorial under the dates of 1939 - 1945.

	MP
PE
CLB/NM
NM
CLB

CSS/RB


	7.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(997)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £250.27
(998)    L. Chapman - November & December                90.00                                          
(999)    Playsafe (ROSPA)                                             183.30                                    
                                                                                      £523.57

The balance in the current account, after payment of the above cheques would be £16,928.48.
A letter had been sent to KDC, accepting the transfer of part of the Upper Playing Field to the Parish Council.


	

	8.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - There were no courses or meetings being held in the near future.


	

	9.     Items for the Magazine -  Refuse & recycling arrangements over the Christmas holiday period.
Item asking residents to advise Robert Bruce of any other additions to be made to the War Memorial by 31st December.


	MC
RB

	10.     Parish Council Web Site  - Suggestions regarding errors, omissions, additions etc. were passed to Alistair Gammie to be discussed with John Cabra on his return.

	AG/JC


	11.  Projects for 2008 -   UCG - Sophie Horton reported that Ali Perry was taking a back seat for a while, owing to work commitments, but will continue as Chair of the group.  She has appealed for help with some of the work for the group and any offers would be gratefully received.  A fun activity day is to be arranged for January 08 for the children.
Regarding finances and other paperwork, Pat Eyre had offered to contact Julie Swansborough to ascertain what paperwork was missing in regard to the finances.  Also to meet with Richard Evans if necessary.  She had also offered to help with any administrative work.

A list of what the children would like was - picnic area, tree house, trampoline sunk into the ground, blackboards, play frame for 9+ years, rocking horses, path around the field, wall painted with football posts/cricket stumps, lighting.
Sophie would also like to see trips out and PAWS projects in place 3 times a year.

It was also reported that a sum of money was being kept in reserve towards the provision of a youth shelter, in response to earlier responses asking for ‘somewhere to meet’.


	SH

PE/JS



	11.  AOB - Sophie Horton agreed to work on a crocus planting project for next year, but would appreciate someone else to work with her.
Provision of Christmas decorations in the village centre was also discussed.  Charlie Shea-Simonds agreed to contact John Cabra on his return.
It was reported that publicity for the Bonfire and Fireworks at Trenchard Lines had not been very effective.  Pat Eyre was asked to contact Col. Billy Raitt asking that an article could be placed in the Parish Magazine and posters displayed around the village in good time next year.
It was noted that a vehicle had been parking on the verge at Fairfield which had resulted in the area becoming churned up and the grass surface being worn away.


	SH
CSS/JC

PE

	The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday 16th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m.  in the Village Hall
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