UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 21st March 2007 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall

Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan (Vice Chairman) (PC), Alistair Fyfe (AF), Martyn Crockett (MC), Alistair Gammie (AG ),  Michael Parson (MP), Julie Swansborough (JS), John Cabra (JC), Richard Evans (RE), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), Ali Perry (Voluntary Action Kennet), Lt. Col. Billy Raitt (Camp Commandant Trenchard Lines)
Members of the public:  Alison Crockett, Noel Maskell

Apologies:   Verina Horsnell (VH), Dominic Campbell (KDC) (DC)
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council   

 UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	1.  Adjournment - Ali Perry (Voluntary Action Kennet) and Lt. Col Billy Raitt were welcomed.

Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that Verina Horsnell was standing down from the Council, owing to other commitments.  Council expressed their thanks to Verina for everything she has done on behalf of the Council and the village.
A letter had been received from Alison Crockett (on behalf of allotment holders) regarding the encroachment of rabbits and the need for a rabbit proof fence.  Alison attended the meeting.  She also drew the Council’s attention to the remains of the hedge, which had been cut down but not removed.  It was suggested that an allotments committee be formed which would appoint a spokesperson who would communicate with the Council on holders’ behalf.  Alison agreed that she would look into this and ask the holders to consider exactly they wanted and to provide a figure regarding costs.  It was possible that holders would be prepared to contribute and apply to other sources, possibly the 500 Club for a donation towards funding.  The Council might also be prepared to make a donation, but not to fund the whole cost of a fence.
Paul Cowan agreed to ask the Pest Controller to visit the allotments and that the roots of the hedge would be treated.

He also reported that use of the parking space was being abused and that the road was being eroded by vehicles turning.  They were also destroying the bank.

Alison Crockett agreed to meet with Pat Eyre and Verina Horsnell before the rental accounts go out at the end of the month.

	PC
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	2.  The Minutes of the meeting 21.2.07 were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	

	3.  Matters Arising - dealt with under Agenda items.


	


	4.  Operation Hyperion - Lt. Col. Billy Raitt answered questions regarding the movement of AG Branch to Andover which were raised at the last meeting as follows -

AG branch will be leaving Upavon probably towards mid or end of October.
Married quarters will be retained.  The remainder of the site is being considered for additional Army use in the future.  It was felt that this was good for Upavon.  The site was valued for its proximity to Salisbury Plain Training Area.  It would not be sold off.  It was unlikely that the site would be used by heavy armoured vehicles, due to the infra structure surrounding the area.  This kind of activity was more likely to be based in Tidworth.
The airfield was not part of the Hyperion plan.  It was expected that it would continue in use as an airfield and alternative uses were being considered.

Regarding civilian jobs it was felt that even if Trenchard Lines continued in use there was no guarantee of the same jobs continuing, this would depend on the use being made of the facilities.
Chatterbox would continue, as it catered for the families housed on site.

The Golf Club would be secure, the lease had been renewed and renovations had been undertaken.

Civilian personnel were being kept up to date with developments on a regular basis.

Lt. Col. Raitt emphasised that he would like to be contacted if there were any further concerns.

	

	5a. Upavon Community Group - Ali Perry discussed the revised Terms of Reference and licence from the Parish Council.  These had been agreed on behalf of the Council and were signed by Charlie Shea-Simonds and Ali Perry.  Copies are to be placed on file for reference and had been supplied to members of the Council.
It was reported that the group would be applying to Wiltshire Young People’s Opportunities Fund for additional funding.  A day of activities was being planned for May.  The young people would be meeting with members of the committee again on the 28th of March.  Ali Perry was very impressed by events so far and pleased by the young people’s commitment to the project.  She would be working to get more people involved and to formalise the committee.  It was reported that John Steven’s commitment was superb and that the work he has done was very much appreciated by all concerned.  He was formally thanked by Charlie Shea-Simonds on behalf of the Council.  He asked that Ali Perry pass on Council’s thanks to John.
Ali reported that Kevin McCaffrey, who had taken over from Ivor Richards at The Shak in Pewsey had agreed to be involved in the group.

Ali was also thanked for all her work on behalf of the group.
5b.Youth Project & Upper Playground - The minutes of the last meeting had been supplied to members of the Council.  These outlined the progress made so far.  The next meeting will be on Monday 21st May at 6.30 p.m. at the school.
   
	PE


	6.  Planning -  3 Pewsey Road - details had only just been received.  It was felt that access was again the main difficulty with this application.  Council were reminded that an application for this site had been turned down 20 years ago.
7.  Environment  -  Listing of red telephone box at Upper Village - this had not been selected for listing.  Alistair Gammie to explore other possibilities, including the 20th Century Society.
                            -  Lower Playing Field - Michael Parson reported KDC had quoted £2600 for the mowing of both playing fields and all the verges in the village.  They had also provided a priced schedule for the outlying footpaths which they will cut on request.  It was recommended that the quotation be accepted, with a total provision of £3000 for the year to allow for additional cuts and strimming of footpaths as requested.  KDC will also work closely with the Parish Steward who will deal with weeds in kerbs and pavements.  It was agreed that the quotation be accepted. 
Alistair Fyfe reported that he and Michael Parson had met with Impact and received a new quote for work including removal of the old climbing frame and the removal and redistribution of bark.  They will also prepare the ground for the new climbing frame.  Wicksteed have revised their costs and a contract has been signed for the provision of a Ben Nevis Climbing frame with a safety grass surface.  Work will commence in May/June and take approx. 3 days to complete.  New turf will be laid beneath the safety grass surface and will need 10 days to bed in.  It was suggested that the Playing Field be closed for 2 weeks once the work was completed to allow the grass etc. to settle.  This might also allow an opportunity for a work party to clean up the whole area and perhaps co-ordinate anti rabbit and mole action.
A lockable post is to be provided at the entrance to the field.  Impact have been asked to quote for this work.

Levelling the field had proved to be too expensive, but KDC had agreed to roll the area when cutting.
D. L. Stevens Pest Control had been asked to take care of moles and rabbits in the field before mowing started.

Impact Cleaning would require a deposit when starting work.  This was agreed.  The work to include ROSPA recommendations

Richard Evans reported that Landmark had agreed to replace the fencing in The Gardens.

The work on providing a gate at the Upper Playing Field had been surveyed and Impact asked to quote.

Upper Playing Field Parking Area - the possibility of extending this had been investigated following a request from the UCG.  It was felt that this might prove expensive initially and subsequently, bearing in mind maintenance costs.  It was felt that this was not justified in terms of the number of residents who would benefit.
Street nameplates - Pat Eyre had ask KDC to renovate the sign ‘Andover Road’ by Vicarage Lane and ‘High Street’ opposite Jarvis Street. 

                              -  River Avon signs by Scales Bridge - Charlie Shea-Simonds is liaising with Rushall PC regarding these.
                               -  Pewsey Vale School -  Martyn Crockett has drafted a letter to be sent in support of the application for specialist status.
Fly tipping on the Pottery footpath - this has now been cleared.
Rive Avon signs on the bridge -  these would be fixed so that they could not be rotated.
Village Pound -  the damage had been inspected and Clarence would be contacted to fix this.  It was suggested that the ‘toe area’ should be re inspected once building work in the area had been completed.  There was also a need for re-tarmacing of surface areas.  Alistair Fyfe will liaise with Clarence about this and also about the pot holes in the village.
It was reported that Charlie Shea-Simonds had spoken to the contractors regarding the condition of the site entrance at the rear of the Antelope.

Footpaths - Michael Parson had met with Esther Daly, KDC Footpath Warden to discuss the Vicarage Lane/track towards The Woodbridge situation.  She has suggested she may be able to provide 500 tons of crushed chalk from Everleigh to infill the holes and also to provide a stone top dressing.  She has been put in touch with Nigel Wookey.  She will also arrange to clear the first 75 yards of Chisman’s Cleeve path and will investigate clearing of the Japanese Knotweed.  Her department will fund this.
Later in the meeting Alistair Fyfe asked for an increase in the amount to be spent on daffodils, etc. to £200.  This was agreed.  It was reported that many residents had commented on how much they had enjoyed seeing the daffodils this year.  The suggested date for planting this year was 29th September.  It was also suggested that some of the bulbs should be given to UCG for planting in the upper part of the village.
Charlie Shea-Simonds also suggested the planting of other flowers and shrubs in the centre of the village.

A345 Update - Alistair Fyfe reported on the PCPP meeting of the 8th March.  A letter had been written by WCC, regarding Upavon.  ‘it appears that the redevelopment of the garage site is still on hold, however, the CC is aware of minor alterations which would benefit the centre of Upavon, and will continue to check any developments on that front.  These alterations are also on a list of  requests as part of improvement works within the scope of the Integrated Block Allocation.  Annually requests are assessed against available funding and a programme of schemes is drawn up.  The square will continue to be assessed annually, the footpath between the caravan park and the village centre is also part of that list.  As part of the CC’s resurfacing programme the A345 from its junction with Devizes Road, Upavon South to East Chisenbury is due to be treated this coming financial year.’ 
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	8.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(951)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses      £233.76   

(952)    L. Chapman  - March                                          40.00                                             

(953)     K.D.C. Maintenance                                         305.50 
(954)    Mikopy (photocopier toner)                                 44.06
                                                                                      £323.32
	

	9.     Clerk’s Notes/Correspondence -  One Council for Wiltshire - it was agreed that a letter be written to express the Council’s concern at this proposal.  Copies to DC and TM.
It was reported that the new PACT centre in Pewsey would be open from 12 - 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 3rd April.  Councillors were welcome to visit the centre and to attend the meeting at 7.30 p.m.
	CSS/PE
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	10.     Items for the Magazine - Martyn Crockett  to provide note re picking of daffodils, asking residents to be aware.

	MC

	11.     Parish Council Web Site  - Alistair Gammie reported that  Lesley Walford had offered to ‘proofread’ the web site.  He would arrange a meeting with her.

Local businesses were re-writing their entries.


	AG



	12.     Projects for 2007 - Village Work Parties and  ‘Beating the Bounds’ - there were various suggestions regarding these.  Michael Parson suggested that Erlestoke might be able to help with labour for working parties, perhaps to work on the edge of the playgrounds. 

	AG

	13.  AOB - A letter had been received from Dr. Jill Hughes regarding the motocross events.  Charlie Shea-Simonds had been in touch with Ian Ward of KDC regarding this matter.  Pat Eyre had also been in touch with Rob Draper of KDC.  The situation is that the club own the land and may use it as they wish for 28 days each year without the need for planning permission.  This is reduced to 14 days due to the type of activity.  They have 5 events planned for the current year, with a possible 6th, yet to be confirmed.  Pat Eyre has arranged with the club to receive the dates of events planned for the future.  These will be placed in the Parish Magazine.
Ian Ward and Rob Draper have both written to Dr. Hughes explaining the situation.


	PE/MC


	The meeting closed at 9 p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday April 18th   2007 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall, following the Annual Parish Meeting
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