UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 15th October 2008 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Julie Swansborough (JS), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), John Cabra (JC), Tony Willman (TW), Michael Parson (MP), Sophie Horton (SH), Martyn Crockett (MC), Tony Molland (WCC) (TM), Judy D’Arcy Irvine (KDC) (JDI), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), 
Apologies:  Steve Rutter (SRu), Simon Roberts (SRo), Derrick Foord (DF)
Members of the public - Russell Appleton, Clive Willis
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council, KDC = Kennet District Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.  Adjournment - Tony Molland reported that the new Council structure was going ahead at a fast rate, now being ahead of the expected time table.  There was to be an event to launch the new structure.  Tony Molland to supply a copy of the new structure by email for circulation to Councillors.
Judy D’Arcy Irvine reported that the aim was to have a seamless transition with services being kept up.

Attention was drawn to the meetings to launch the Area Boards.
	TM/PE


	3.   The Minutes of the meeting 17.9.08 were agreed and signed. 


	

	4.   Matters Arising - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that KDC would withdraw the planning permission for the garage site if an agreement regarding affordable housing had not been reached by March 31st.
Richard Munro would be requesting that the Parish Council had direct control over the Parish Steward in due course.  Michael Parson would be meeting with the Parish Steward on Monday.  He would be asking him to re-paint the bollards outside Riverside Park.

	MP


	5.  Planning/Development Control - K/59516/TR2 - 7 Jarvis Street - tree work - no objection
- K/59574/F - 2 Alexander Fields - extension - no objection

- K/59579/TR2 - tree work - no objection


	

	6.  Environment  - Playing Fields/footpaths/general maintenance - Michael Parson reported that efforts were being made to secure some hardcore to repair the track at the end of Vicarage Lane.  It was decided that, as this is a matter of concern to village residents, the Parish Council would fund the purchase of the hardcore.  An estimate to be provided at the next Council meeting.

The ROSPA report had been received and there were no major concerns, apart from a suggestion that the 5-a-side goal posts at the Upper Playing Field should be fixed.
A letter had been sent to Pewsey Parish Council regarding the changes to appointment making at Pewsey Surgery and copied to Michael Ancram.
There were no further developments regarding devolution.
Steve Rutter was not present so was not able to report on further developments regarding the recent damage at the car park at Down View.
The bulb planting had been a great success and Tony and Zara  Willman were thanked for their generous donation of the bulbs.

Future use of Upavon School - Robert Bruce reported that there was to be a meeting on 21st October.  The main user would be UCG.  There were several issues which would need to be considered - type of use, insurance, security, maintenance etc.  It was expected that this would be administered by the company being formed to run the pre-school group.
Costing proposals regarding the provision of gates on the Upper Playing Field had not yet been received from UCG.
A letter had been written to Michael Ancram regarding dispending at the Surgery at Upavon.  It was felt that there was a strong case for retaining this service.
It was reported that Derrick Foord was looking into the matter of  parked vehicles in Avon Square.

Martyn Crockett reported that there had been an increase in the number of vehicles travelling to and from the Surgery, due to the closure of Netheravon Surgery.  There has also been an increase in the speed of the vehicles.  The main culprits seem to be delivery vans.  It was felt that the lane had become a dangerous place to walk, particularly for the older and frailer residents.  Martyn offered to undertake a survey of local residents.  Charlie Shea-Simonds offered to speak to the staff at the Surgery.  Paul Cowan reported that he would be re-instating the bank at the side of the lane.
The new litter and dog waste bins had been installed and Les Chapman had agreed to empty them.  It was agreed that an additional waste bin be provided beside the seat by the river.
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	7.   Parish Plan - Footpath from Riverside to the centre of the village - Noel Maskell reported that a site meeting had been arranged with Jane Scott, Leader of WCC, members of the Parish Council and local police on 27th October.  It was expected that data would be provided regarding volume and speed of traffic.  The proposed pathway had been measured and plans drawn up.
The proposed lighting would be installed on the 23rd October.  The deposit requested by Southern Electric had been paid.

The request for electronic speed warning signs had been turned down by WCC, as Upavon did not have ‘a history of collisions’.  It was felt that this was unacceptable.  It was suggested that the Council should go ahead and provide some of its own signs.  Charlie Shea-Simonds would write to WCC.  Tony Molland asked for a copy of the letter received from WCC.  
Traffic calming - Charles Leigh-Bennett continues to work on this, he has spoken to Mark Stansfield regarding the gateways (see above) and the planting of trees along the roadside.  It was decided to go ahead with the provision of planters.  The Community Speed Watch, which was still on trial, may become available to Upavon.  Plans and costings for the gateways are being drawn up.

	CLB/RB/CSS
CSS/TM/PE
CLB


	8.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(061)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £261.94
(062)      L. Chapman                                                        110.00

(063)      Playsafety (ROSPA)                                           183.30
(064)      WCC - Allotments                                                28.00
(065)      H. D. Parson - strimming                                      60.00                                                         
                                                                                         £643.24
The balance in the current account, after payment of the above  would be £21420.96.
The 2nd instalment of the Precept of £8312 had been received.
Figures were produced to help with a decision regarding the Precept for 09 - 10 to be made at the November meeting of the Council.
	RB/PE


	9.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Attention was drawn to the courses and conferences being held.
All Councillors were asked to pass Information files on as soon as possible and return to Pat Eyre after circulation complete.

The Remembrance wreath had been ordered.
It was reported that Lt. Col. Billy Raitt had now retired from  Trenchard Lines.  A letter to be written to Lt. Col. Graham McLane RLC to welcome him to Upavon and invite him to attend the November meeting of the Council .


	ALL

PE

	10.     Items for the Magazine -  SPTA news had not been received.  Pat Eyre to chase.

	MC
PE



	11.     Parish Council Web Site  - John Cabra reported that he and Alistair Gammie had updated the site.  He was asked to provide some indication of  ‘viewing’ numbers, with a view to including Council/village news on the site.

	JC


	12.  Projects for 2008 -   UCG - Steve Rutter was not present but had reported that the bingo sessions were going well.   Support was needed for the Whist Drive and Mr. & Mrs. competition.  It was suggested that these events should have more publicity as some residents were not aware of them.
Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that Steve was organising a Halloween party for children and a Christmas party for senior citizens.  Julie Swansborough reported that these were being funded by profits from the bingo sessions.

Charlie Shea-Simonds asked that UCG communicate with the Council via Sophie Horton, who is the Council’s representative on UCG.  Steve Rutter to advise Malcolm Crump.

	SH/SRu
SRu/SH

	13.  AOB - Pat Eyre offered some saplings - Silver Birch, Beech and Sycamore, which could be planted around the village, where appropriate.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to liaise.

	CLB/PE

	The meeting closed at 8.20  p.m.

	


Next meeting - Wednesday 19th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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