UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 16th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Sophie Horton (SH), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB),  Michael Parson (MP), Martyn Crockett (MC), John Cabra (JC), Alistair Fyfe (AF), Julie Swansborough (JS), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE)
Apologies:  none.
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council     KDC =  Kennet District Council   

 UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    

	2.  Adjournment  -  An adjournment was not necessary on this occasion.

	

	3.   The Minutes of the meeting 21.11.07  were agreed and signed as a correct record.  


	

	4.   Matters Arising - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that the Xmas decorations had been very much appreciated in the village.  He wished to thank The Corner Shop, Reeder’s Garage, The Ship and The Antelope for their donations towards costs and also Noel Maskell, John Cabra, Charles Leigh-Bennett and Paul Cowan for their work in organising them.  Martyn Crockett to place an article in the Parish Magazine acknowledging everyone’s contributions and help on behalf of the village.

	MC


	5.  Planning .-  K/56690/F - SPTA - Military track - application 
submitted to Regulatory Committee of KDC - no further development. 

                     -  K/57477/F - Upavon airfield - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that it was understood that this application had been withdrawn pending archaeological investigation.
                     -  K/57727/TR2 - Tree work, Orchard House, Jarvis 

                         St. - granted

                     -  K/57663/TR2 -  Tree work, 8 Chapel Lane, - 

                         granted

                     -  K/57899/TR2 -  Tree work, 4 Chapel Lane - no 

                        objections
                     -  K/57905/TR2 - Tree work, 2 Chapel Lane - no 

                         objections
                     -  K/57928/LBC - Garage to Study, Coach House, 

                        High Street - no objections
                     -  K/57971/F - Extension, 4 Devizes Road - 
                      
	

	6.  Environment  - Playing fields, footpaths and general maintenance/River Avon signs by Scales Bridge - Michael Parson reported that he had now received a quotation of £1650 from Mark Bryant for repair work at both playgrounds, ROSPA issues, fencing and tree pruning, the security post, repainting the river signs and moving the milestone.  He is able to make an immediate start.  The situation regarding the wall behind The Beeches had also been discussed and a further letter will be written to Jim Fox.   Mark has asked for a deposit of 50% to cover hire of machinery.  Rushall Parish Council would contribute a share of the costs of repainting the river signs.
                          - Highways matters - Charles Leigh-Bennett  reported that work on resurfacing Watson Close and Devizes Road will start around the last week in January.  Highways had also agreed to remove surplus signage in the village centre at some time.  Agreement had not as yet been reached regarding dropped kerbs.  This may not be resolved until the future of the garage site is finalised.
Various matters had been raised by a resident regarding dropped kerbs, use of the path beside The Pottery, pedestrian crossings, disabled access and parking, surface of pavements and car parking for the Church and Village Hall.  Charles Leigh-Bennett agreed to meet her to discuss these.

                          -  The wall behind The Beeches - dealt with above.
                          -  A345, footpath from Riverside -  Noel Maskell reported that he had met with Highways personnel who were preparing a list of works to be undertaken.  This would be reviewed again in the run up to March.   The footpath was on the list for consideration.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to draft a letter to Spencer Drinkwater, details to be supplied by Noel Maskell. 
                          -  The village centre - partly dealt with above under Highways.  There was no further progress on other matters.
                          -   War Memorial - Robert Bruce suggested that there might be another name which should be added.  He and Charlie Shea-Simonds to liaise on this.
                           -   Vehicles - Avon Square - it was reported that a letter had been written to the resident concerned, but there had not been any feedback from Mark Fiander-Lewis.  There had not been any further complaints or activities.  It was suggested that DVLA could arrange for removal of vehicles after a period of notice if details of registrations or tax disc details were supplied.
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	7.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(1000)    P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £260.72
(001)      L. Chapman - January                                          40.00                                          
(002)      K.D.C.                                                                763.75                                   
(003)      Kennet CAB donation                                          25.00
(004)      Impact Cleaning (Mark Bryant) deposit            825.00                      
                                                                                       £1914.47
The balance in the current account, after payment of the above cheques would be £14946.01.
A letter had been sent to KDC, stating that Mr. Peter Waine of Merriman Waine would act for the Parish Council in the matter of the transfer of land at the Upper Playing Field.
It was agreed that a donation of £25 be made to Kennet CAB.


	

	8.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Attention was drawn to the Public Safety meeting on Tuesday February 5th.

It was reported that Pat Eyre was working with Julie Swansborough on the accounts for UCG.  It was hoped that the necessary receipts/invoices would be supplied shortly. 

	PE/JS

	9.     Items for the Magazine -  Thanks for Xmas decorations contributions.
Notice of Council ‘surgeries’ to be held before Meetings in future.

Added later - notice of vacancy on Parish Council.


	MC


	10.     Parish Council Web Site  - Various suggestions regarding the updating of the site were discussed.  Some changes had been made as a result of suggestions, other remained to be done.  It was agreed that personal details of Councillors should not be included in the site.

	AG/JC


	11.  Projects for 2008 -   UCG - Sophie Horton - there was nothing further to report.  The quote for restoration of power at the playing field had not yet been received.  Sophie to contact Ali Perry regarding the situation and to report to Charlie Shea-Simonds.
Parish Council Plan/Budget 08 - 11 - (this matter to appear as separate Agenda item from next meeting) - Robert Bruce discussed the Business Plan and Budget.  He would investigate the matter of 2 new noticeboards and report back regarding sites and costing.  He would continue to provide an item to the Gazette and Herald regarding Parish Council meetings.  It was agreed that there would be Council ‘surgeries’ in future to be held from 7 p.m. before the Council Meetings in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m..  It was agreed that there should be more publicity regarding the Annual Parish Meeting (to be held in May).  
Julie Swansborough agreed to investigate the need for more litter and dog waste bins and to report back to the next meeting.

Sophie Horton agreed to liaise with other Councillors regarding flowered areas etc. in the village.
It was agreed that the footpath from Riverside should have high priority in ’08.

Traffic calming measure - Charles Leigh-Bennett to liaise with Mark Stansby who had reviewed the situation in the village and was considering what might be done.
Condition of road surfaces - this is ongoing.

Bicycle stands outside the Corner Shop - Charlie Shea-Simonds had met with Mike Parr and they had agreed on the purchase of a 3 cycle stand costing £189.  Mike Parr is ordering it and will pay for installation.  Parish Council will be billed for cost of stand in due course.
‘Villagers Day’ - Martyn Crockett is setting up a meeting with the church and the school regarding this.  He will report back to the next meeting.

Liaison with Trenchard Lines is ongoing.

All other items not specially mentioned above are ongoing.
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	12.  AOB - It was mentioned that the Headteacher of Upavon Primary School was leaving.  It was agreed that Pat Eyre should write a letter of support and thanks on behalf of the Council.
Alistair Fyfe offered his resignation due to work commitments which would take him out of the area for significant amounts of time.  This was reluctantly accepted on behalf of the Council.  Charlie Shea-Simonds thanked him for all his hard work on behalf of the Council in the past.

Alistair said that he had seen the Council regenerated during the 5/6 years in which he had been a Councillor.  He felt that this was due to the hard work and commitment of the Chairmen during that time - John Cabra and Charlie Shea-Simonds.  He felt that a good team had been established and the Council were operating within a reasonable Precept.  He said that he would still be willing to help the Council in any way he could when he was available.  He also thanked Pat Eyre for her work on behalf of the Council.
He would prepare a report on the Charities account.  A new signatory would need to be found to replace him.
His resignation means that replacements will also have to be found from within the Council for his place on various sub-committees and for his responsibilities regarding various parts of the Council’s business -  Planning, Flood Emergency Officer, bulb planting, signatory to Parish Council account, SPTA information, village maintenance, Highways matters, Trenchard Lines liaison, playgrounds and liaison with UCG.
It would be necessary to declare a casual vacancy on the Council and to publicise this within the Community.

Charlie Shea-Simonds emphasised that a massive vote of thanks  was due to Alistair for all his hard and committed work for the Council.
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	The meeting closed at  8.50  p.m.


	


Next meeting - Wednesday 20th February 2008 at 7.30 p.m.  in the Village Hall
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