UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 19th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman (PC), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Julie Swansborough (JS), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), John Cabra (JC), Michael Parson (MP), Sophie Horton (SH), Martyn Crockett (MC), Steve Rutter (SRu), Simon Roberts (SRo), Judy D’Arcy Irvine (KDC) (JDI), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), 
Apologies:  Derrick Foord (DF) Tony Willman (TW), Tony Molland (WCC) (TM),
Members of the public - Russell Appleton, Sally Lewis
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council, KDC = Kennet District Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.  Adjournment - A card had been received from Pat Holloway, thanking the Council for arranging to have her father’s name inscribed on the War Memorial.
Lt. Col. Graham McLane (Commanding Officer, Trenchard Lines) was welcomed by Charlie Shea-Simonds.  He reported that the move to Andover was not due to be completed until 2010 and that the MOD would continue to use Trenchard Lines after that date.
Judy D’Arcy Irvine reported that the changeover to One Council for Wiltshire was not progressing as quickly as had been hoped and it was very difficult to know how services would operate after the 31st March.  She suggested that it would be beneficial if Councillors could attend the Area Board meetings being set up in Pewsey.
There was nothing further to report regarding the planning application for the Garage site.  Judy offered to investigate. 

	ALL

JDI

	3.   The Minutes of the meeting 15.10.08 were agreed and signed. 


	

	4.   Matters Arising - these were dealt with under other Agenda items.

	


	5.  Planning/Development Control - K/59516/TR2 - 7 Jarvis Street - tree work - granted

- K/59579/TR2 - Wessex House - tree work - granted
- K/59574/F - 2 Alexander Fields - extension - granted

- K/59685/TTR2 - 32 High Street - no objection

- K/59664/LBC, K/59662/F - Grey Flags - extension and garage - no objection

- K/59703/TR2 - 3 Finches Cottages - tree work - granted

	

	6.  Environment  - Playing Fields/footpaths/general maintenance - Michael Parson reported that there were no new developments, apart from some minor vandalism in the Lower Playing Field.  Charlie Shea-Simonds had spoken to Nigel Wookey about the lane past the Green Barn, who will be speaking to the MOD surveyor to obtain their views before calling a meeting to discuss the next steps.  It was suggested that the cost of repairing this track should be included in the Council’s budget.
Steve Rutter reported that the damage at the car park at Down View should be repaired within the next few weeks.
Tony Willman had written to Michael Ancram regarding retaining the dispensing facility at the Surgery at Upavon.  It was felt that this was an essential service, especially for the older residents in the village.  Michael Ancram was supportive of this view.
A letter had been received regarding the situation with the increased use of Chapel Lane for access to the Surgery.  Martyn Crockett was asked to consider a survey to be completed by residents of Chapel Lane, Jarvis Street and Fairfield.  Charlie Shea-Simonds had replied to the letter.  Charles Leigh-Bennett suggested installing speed bumps and Noel Maskell suggested making Chapel Lane and Jarvis Street a one-way system.  These options to be included in the survey.  Martyn Crockett reported that many elderly residents were afraid to walk along Chapel Lane due to the traffic.
Steve Rutter was looking into the matter of the ‘parked’ vehicles  in Avon Square and would be arranging a site meeting with Derrick Foord.  Charlie Shea-Simonds would also attend.

Residents had been concerned about the condition of the un-occupied house on Devizes Road.  It was reported that it would be placed on the market early in the new year.
It was reported that the pallets on one of the allotments had been dismantled and would be removed by the spring.  It was agreed that a letter be sent out with the accounts for allotment rents, asking tenants to maintain the footpaths and verges adjacent to their plot.


	MP/CSS/RB
SRu
SRu/CSS/DF
PE

	7/8.   Parish Plan - Charlie Shea-Simonds thanked Robert Bruce for all his work on the Council’s budget and precept application.
The Parish Plan, budget and precept application were discussed in detail and it was agreed that a precept of £15,000 be applied for.  It was agreed that some projects may have to be cut back in order not to exceed the precept, plus the carried over balance from the current year.  It was agreed that it was important to limit the precept application, in order to reduce the amount of council tax payable by residents.

Robert Bruce would do further work on the budget and decide on priorities for 09 - 10.
It was suggested that the Council could apply to PACT for funding.  It was also suggested that residents of Riverside could form a group, who could apply for funding independently of the Parish Council.

It was agreed that the KDC contract for grounds maintenance be renewed.
Charles Leigh-Bennett was liaising with Enford regarding the speed monitoring scheme and would also be contacting Derrick Foord.
Possible future use of the school by the community was dependent on the results of the survey being undertaken by Robert Bruce.


	PE
RB
RB/NM?
MP

CLB

RB



	9.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(068)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £318.10
(069)      L. Chapman (Nov. & Dec.)                                160.00                       
(070)      British Legion (wreath)                                        18.00
(071)      Glasdon (litter bins)                                            401.09
(072)      KDC (Gr. Maint.)                                                793.12                                                        
(073)      Splash donation                                                     25.00
                                                                                        £1715.31

The balance in the current account, after payment of the above  would be £19735.26.
	

	10.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - no items under this item.
	

	11.     Items for the Magazine - SPTA news. 

	MC


	12.     Parish Council Web Site  - no new developments
	JC


	13.  UCG - Steve Rutter reported that the Bingo was proving popular and the Whist Drives had started, but needed more support from the village.  The Halloween party had been a success and other projects were in hand.  Julie Swansborough was thanked for all her hard work and also other villagers. 
The matter of the gates at the Upper Playing Field was in hand.

It was recommended that Ali Perry be consulted on the possibility of the Community Group becoming a Charity.


	SRu
SRu


	14.  AOB - there was no other business.

	

	The meeting closed at 8.30  p.m.

	


Next meeting - Wednesday 21st January 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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