UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 17th June at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Robert Bruce (RB), Simon Roberts (SRo), Russ Appleton, (RA), Michael Parson (MP), Martyn Crockett (MC), Noel Maskell (NM), John Cabra (JC), Sophie Horton (SH), Derrick Foord (DF), Pewsey Neighbourhood Police, (DF), Tony Marsh, UCG, (TM), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE)
Apologies:  Tony Willman (TW), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman, (PC), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), Julie Swansborough (JS),
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Derrick Foord and Tony Marsh were welcomed to the meeting.
Derrick Foord reported that 2 people had been spoken to regarding the misuse of motor bikes and 2 more were pending.  The vandalism at the playing fields seemed to have stopped, but the situation was still being monitored, especially during holiday periods.  The ‘parking’ situation in Avon Square was also being monitored and the person responsible would be spoken to.  There was a need to confirm the regulations regarding parking in the area.  Regarding speeding, it was confirmed that Upavon met the criteria for speed watch training.  The location of safe places for checkers was being considered and a ‘gun’ would be shared with Enford.  Training would begin once the details were confirmed.

	DF

	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 20.5.09 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - The provision of secure storage for the Parish Steward was discussed.  It was felt the yard in Jarvis Street was not suitable and no further action should be taken.
The river walk was no longer a matter for the Parish Council as The Ship and Charles Leigh-Bennett were working on this privately.  A stile had been ordered and would be installed shortly.


	


	5.  Planning/Development Control - E/090/0431FUL - St. Mary’s Church - window guard - granted
- E/09/0557/TCA - 5 Vicarage Lane - tree work - no objection

- a letter had been received regarding the upgrading of the Vodaphone mast at Widdington.

	

	6.  Environment - Vehicles at Avon Square - discussed during the Adjournment.
Litter Picking - Julie Swansborough was not present, but it was confirmed that arrangements were being put in place.
	CLB


	7.  Parish Plan  - Traffic in Chapel Lane - Martyn Crockett reported that the situation has improved since the surface at the junction with Fairfield had been patched up and the cars formerly parked opposite the green had been moved.  He was monitoring the situation and still asking for signs to be placed, warning that there was no footpath.
Russ Appleton was thanked for his work on both the playing fields.  It was reported that there had been no further vandalism during the recent holidays.
Footpaths - there was a request for the footpath through Chisman’s Cleeve to be cut back, as it had become overgrown and that Nigel Wookey be thanked for the permissive access path alongside Devizes Road.
Village Entrances - designs for the signs were being collected by Charles Leigh-Bennett and would be displayed at the Village Fun Day.
A345 footpath at Riverside - Noel Maskell had met with Mr. Ford and was about to arrange a further meeting to discuss the plans in more detail.  It was hoped to arrange a site meeting, to include a representative from Marlborough Highways depot. 

Speeding - the triangular 30 m.p.h. sticky signs had been received and would be available for collection shortly.  (Subsequent to the meeting - these are now available for collection from the Corner Shop.  This will be publicised by Mike Parr.)
Future use of the school - there was to be a meeting between UCG, PACT and the Parish Council in the Village Hall at 7 p.m. on Monday 22nd June.  PACT would have overall control of the building and rooms would be available for renting.  
Village Fun Day - it was confirmed that insurance cover had been arranged.  Martyn Crockett outlined the provisional programme.
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	8.  Budget - Robert Bruce would be re-allocating some of the funding for projects.
	RB


	9.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(110)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £279.45
(111)      L. Chapman (June)                                               80.00
(112)      Advanced Printing (signs)                                  447.35
(113)      Community First - insurance - Villager’s Day     61.81                               
(114)      Greenfields Garden Services - Bark                 1092.50 
                                                                                       £1961.11

The balance in the current account, after payment of the above and taking into account unpaid cheques would be £20493.99
A reminder letter had been made regarding payment of a Litter Grant had been made, but so far there had still been no response.  Pat Eyre to chase.
The Annual Return and accounts had been submitted to the External Auditor and the statutory notice regarding rights of the public was on display.
‘Thank you’ letters had been received from URC Link and Wiltshire Bobby Van for the Council’s recent donations.


	PE
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	10.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Attention was drawn to the course - Taking the Challenge - Involving Young People to be run by Community First on 16.7.09 in Devizes.  Details placed in the Information file.

	

	11.  Items for the Magazine - Charlie Shea-Simonds to draft a ‘thank you’ letter to Nigel Wookey, thanking him for the permissive access paths. 

	CSS

	12.  Parish Council Web Site - John Cabra reported that he had added a page to the web site, giving on-going information regarding the works to the bridge. 

	JC


	13.  UCG - Tony Marsh reported that all was now running well with the group.  The village fun day preparations were a priority.  The basketball net was being ordered and arrangements were being made to install it.   Equipment had been recovered and was now stored around the village.  The tarmaced area had now been marked out.
The group requested permission from the Council to make some alterations to the play equipment at the Upper Playing Field and wished to self-build an open sided youth shelter, with seating.  It was proposed to site this in the far corner of the field, by the school hedge.  It was agreed that this could be done.
They also requested more waste bins - it was suggested that a formal request be made, in writing, giving details of the type of bin required.

There was also a proposal that fixed picnic benches be installed.  This was agreed, with the provision that they be vandal proof.

It was also proposed to plant some more shrubs and trees at a later date.

 
	TM/UCG

	14.  AOB - A letter had been received from a resident regarding the closing of the sorting office in Pewsey and the subsequent need for undeliverable mail to be collected from the Marlborough office.  It had been understood that when the office in Pewsey closed arrangements would be made for mail to be collected from Pewsey Post Office Counter.
It was agreed that a copy of the letter be forwarded to Royal Mail, with the suggestion that arrangements be made for a more convenient collection point.

Wiltshire Council had forwarded a letter from a resident at Riverside regarding the bus stop.  Noel Maskell agreed to look into the matter and ascertain whether it would be feasible to install a bus shelter.  He would also look into cutting back the grass, etc. on the bank and the possibility of laying some slabs.

It was confirmed that the ‘red hatches’ would be re-painted on the resurfaced roads in due course.
John Cabra reported that as a result of attending Emergency Training last month, he would need to contact various village organisations regarding provision of facilities in an emergency situation.  It was agreed that he should do this.
Martyn Crockett gave an update on Villager’s Day.  A detailed programme will be circulated in due course and will also appear in the Parish Magazine.

It was also reported that UCG will be producing their own newsletter, which it is hoped to circulate via the Parish Magazine arrangements.
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	The meeting closed at 8.30  p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR READING THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!

Next meeting - Wednesday 15th July 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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