UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 18th November at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Vice-Chairman, Robert Bruce (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Michael Parson (MP), Noel Maskell (NM), Julie Swansborough (JS), Sophie Horton (SH), Tony Willman (TW), Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MCo), Emma Brown, (Pewsey Neighbourhood Police) (EB)
Apologies:  Paul Cowan, (PC), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH), John Cabra (JC), Charles Leigh- Bennett (CLB), Simon Roberts (SRo)
Member of the public - Ralph Hilliard
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Emma Brown reported that there had been a theft of diesel from Manningford Village Hall, neighbourhood disputes in Upavon and that the Speed Watch training at Enford had been successful.  Once the speed gun had been repaired it would be available for use in Upavon.
Emma was to be posted to Devizes but would still remain as a point of contact.  She would be replaced by Richard Barrett who would be in touch with the Council shortly.

Michael Parson was investigating the legal side of extra speeding signs.  A possibility could be the use of temporary signs, possibly flashing ones, which could be moved about.  Emma Brown will also investigate.
Mick Cotton was thanked for the invitation for residents to attend the bonfire at Trenchard Lines.  Posters had been displayed in the village.  He had investigated the ‘Trenchard Lines Community Group’.  Currently attendance is very low and it was thought to be not worthwhile for a representative from the village to attend.
Robert Bruce expressed concern regarding the frequency of changes in the Neighbourhood Police Team which led to lack of continuity.

	MP/EB



	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 26.10.09 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - Sorting Office at Marlborough - A further letter from Royal Mail had been received, which did not satisfactorily deal with the matter of the closing of Pewsey sorting office.  It was felt that there was nothing to gain from pursuing the matter any further.
- Following a suggestion from BT, it was agreed that the Council should purchase the two red telephone boxes and arrange to turn them into village ‘noticeboards’.  There were several details to be sorted out - cost of electricity, restoration of paintwork, security for Parish Council notices etc.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to investigate.

- Bus shelter in centre of the village - quotes to be obtained for the re-shingling of the roof and rendering of the outside.   Robert Bruce to investigate possibilities of grants.
	CLB/TW



	5.  Planning/Development Control  - E/09/1269/TCA - 29 Jarvis Street - tree work - granted
- E/09/1292/FUL - Tank crossing - Alpha 1 - granted
- E/09/1294/FUL - 4 High Street - conservatory - no objections
- E/09/1322/FUL - Upavon Golf Club - use of containers for storage - no objections

E/09/1307/LBC - York Cottage, Trenchard Lines - flue - no objections

E/09/1311/FUL - 3 The Meadows, Pewsey Road - porch, extension, garage - no objections

	

	6.  Parish Plan  (heading numbers refer to the Parish Plan)  - 
1.  Second noticeboard - see above re telephone boxes.
3.  A345 footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell had heard from Andrew Ford, who was not prepared to release the few feet needed for the footpath where it would run through his field.  This would be discussed at the site meeting on the 26th November.
4.  Highways matters/traffic calming measures - it was reported that the tree planting due to take place alongside Andover Road would not obscure the view from the road.  This was due to take place on December 12th, time to be decided.  The gateways are now in place and generally appreciated.  Inconsistencies regarding signage to be addressed.  The ‘no entry’ sign at Triangle House was receiving attention.   Councillors were asked to report items such as poor road surfaces and other Highways matters direct to ‘Clarence’ and also to encourage others to do so on 0800-232323 or 01225-777234 from a mobile.  Apparently, the more calls they receive, the more priority a problem will be granted.
5.  Footpaths and bridleways - Russ Appleton reported that the footpath from behind the chicken farm to the cemetery should now be passable, and it is due to be included in the Wiltshire contract in 2010.
8.  Upavon Community Group - it was reported that the group now has a new Chairman - Paula Brown, with the assistance of Simon Roberts.  Ali Perry had attended the last meeting and was able to clear up any misunderstandings regarding the proposed use of the school once it became available.  There had been a Bingo evening which had been attended by more people than previously.  There had also been a Halloween disco which had been attended by two age groups - the very young and the up to 14s.  There will be a Quiz Evening on December 11th, Xmas Bingo on December 4th and a Christmas Disco on 19th December.  It was felt that the group was now moving in the right direction.  Minutes of the meeting of 3rd November had been received.
10.  Budget/Precept - The possible purchase of a speed gun was discussed.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to investigate.   The overall aim would be to decrease the amount applied for if possible.  It was agreed that Robert Bruce and Charlie Shea-Simonds would meet to discuss the application which must be submitted by January 14th.   Councillors were asked to let Robert Bruce know of any suggestions they might have for projects for 2010-2011.
12. - Seasonal events - Paul Cowan and John Cabra to organise the collection and installation of the Xmas tree.  Tony Willman and Robert Bruce were making contacts for next year’s Fun Day.
13. Liaison with Trenchard Lines - Charlie Shea-Simonds to investigate the supply of Parish Magazines to Trenchard Lines. Also discussed under Adjournment.

	NM/CSS
CLB/TW/CSS
MP/RA
RB/CSS
ALL
PC/JC

TW/RB

CSS


	7.  - Playing Fields - these have been inspected on a regular basis.  ROSPA had suggested some actions which need to be taken to ensure the equipment is in safe working order.  These are being actioned.  The removable section of the fencing at the Lower Playing Field had to be refitted and it was believed that once this section had been made into gates it would not be a problem. It was suggested that the mole-catcher should be asked to deal with the recurring problem.  There had been no vandalism in the Upper Playing Field, but it had been noticed that a quantity of bark had been stacked into a pile and used for diving into.  It was felt that the Community Group could do with more help with repairs and maintenance and volunteers were asked for.

	RA/MP

PC?
?

	8. Village  maintenance - A negative reply had been received from Wilts and Dorset Bus Company to the request for a grant for the repair and restoration of the bus shelter.  Robert Bruce to investigate the possibility of obtaining one from the Area Board.
 
	RB

	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that this was going well. In the New Year sessions will be held on a monthly basis.  Sophie Horton reported that the layby at Widdington was clear.

	JS/RA/SRo


	10.  Web site -  John Cabra was not present. 

	JC


	11.  Other items - Robert Bruce and other Council members would be holding an open evening in the Village Hall on 30th December regarding what residents would like to see happening in the village in the future.  Ralph Hilliard agreed to attend and to encourage others to do so.

	RB

	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(144)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £298.40
(145)      L. Chapman (November & December)             160.00
(146)      J. Swansborough (Litter picking)                      76.99     
                                                                                        £535.39                                                                                      

	

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Information regarding courses and AGMs etc. had been circulated by email.  Councillors’ attention was drawn to the possibility of obtaining grants from Plain Action - www.plainaction.org.uk - 01380 722475 extn. 240/280 - John Dowsett or Lesley Thomas.

	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - there we no items to be included.

	

	15. AOB -   Robert Bruce had attended the Area Board meeting.  Any applications for grants would need to be submitted before Christmas.  It was possible that residents would be asked if they were prepared to pay for the collection of card and plastic for recycling on a similar basis to the ‘green bin’ system.  The police had reported that they were developing a system of ‘crime mapping’ indicating where the ‘hot spots’ were.  Speeding continued to be a major concern in all the local villages.
Ralph Hilliard asked whether the Council might consider asking for double white lines on the Andover Road.

Paul Cowan had reported that the new owner of the ‘pasture’ land behind Dairy Cottage and alongside Devizes Road appeared to be creating access from Salisbury Road.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to investigate.

It was reported that there had been almost continual shooting taking part in the water meadows behind The Manor and alongside Salisbury Road.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to contact Peter Prince regarding this.


	RB

TW/CCLB/CSS

CSS

CSS

	The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 20th January 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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