UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 21st January 2009 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Bruce (RB), Julie Swansborough (JS), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), John Cabra (JC), Michael Parson (MP), Sophie Horton (SH), Martyn Crockett (MC), Simon Roberts (SRo), Tony Willman (TW), Tony Molland (WCC) (TM), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE), 
Apologies:  Derrick Foord (DF), Judy D’Arcy Irvine (KDC) (JDI), Steve Rutter (SRu), Paul Cowan, Vice Chairman, (PC),
Members of the public - Russell Appleton, Clive Willis
(WCC = Wiltshire County Council, KDC = Kennet District Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.  Adjournment - there were no matters to be discussed during the adjournment.

	

	3.   The Minutes of the meeting 19.11.08 were agreed and signed. 


	

	4.   Matters Arising - these were dealt with under other Agenda items.

	


	5.  Planning/Development Control - K/59685/TTR2 - 32 High Street - granted

- K/59664/LBC, K/59662/F - Grey Flags - extension and garage - no objection

- K/59804/LBC - The Antelope - refused
- K00539 - kiosk and generator housing - Upavon STW - no objection.  Work has commenced.

- K/59873/TR2 - Coach House - tree work - granted

- E/09/0047/LBC - 21, High Street - repairs to cottage


	

	6.  Environment  - Playing Fields/footpaths/general maintenance - Charlie Shea-Simonds reported that he had spoken to Nigel Wookey.  It appears that the MOD owns the trackway at the end of Vicarage Lane, but they do not have funds available for repair work.  It was suggested that this would need a huge amount of hardcore which would not necessarily be a permanent solution.  Nigel has no objection to people walking along the track between the two fields alongside the track.  This could be reached by going left at the first of the two barns and continuing past the second.  It was suggested that an arrow sign should be placed near the barn.  The strip immediately at the end of Vicarage Lane needs to be preserved for wild life.  Charles Leigh-Bennett agreed to talk to Nigel again.  An article to be placed in the Parish Magazine regarding this.
Michael Parson reported that more slats had been kicked off the fencing in the lower playing field.  Mat Hollis was being asked to screw them back into place. A new outbreak of moles was being dealt with.  The contract for grounds maintenance had been offered to KDC again and Michael was waiting for their reply.  The chairman of Wiltshire Bridleways Association had been contacted re the bridleway at the end of Vicarage Lane.  Moss had been cleared from the church entrance from Butchers Alley.  The Parish Steward will be in Upavon on 28th January.
Steve Rutter was not present.  Pat Eyre will contact him to ask him to rearrange his postponed meeting with Derrick Foord regarding the ‘parked’ vehicles in the Avon Square area.  Charlie Shea-Simonds would also attend the site meeting. It was hoped to have a report at the next Council meeting.
Steve would also be asked to report on the parking incident at the car park at Down View.

Martyn Crockett was preparing a questionnaire for residents of Chapel Lane, Fairfield and Jarvis Street regarding the traffic in Chapel Lane.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to advise Martyn and Charlie of the date and time of his meeting with Highways.

Tony Molland agreed to liaise with Judy D’Arcy Irvine regarding the planning application for Reeder’s garage.  He would investigate the status of the application.
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	7.   Parish Plan - Robert Bruce discussed  progress during the current financial year (08 - 09)

1   - notice boards -  to be held over until 09 - 10.
11 - flowered areas/pots etc. - also to be held over and possibly combined with tree planting.

14 - footpath from Riverside Park - Noel Maskell and Simon Roberts to discuss at their next meeting.  The letter received from Jane Scott outlining possible costs was discussed.  It was hoped that the Council would be able to ask for quotations from other agencies.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to reply, asking if this would be acceptable and asking for confirmation that the proposed grant of £5000 would still be available.
Confirmation regarding the use of Mr. Ford’s field edge was still awaited.

Additional litter and dog waste bins had been provided.
Provision of village ‘gateways’ and village signs would be carried forward to 09 - 10.  Charles Leigh-Bennett proposed a competition to design the signs.
18 - lighting at Riverside Park - this project had been completed.  KDC had paid the total costs.

20 - Villager’s Day - Martyn Crockett agreed to lead this project.  It was agreed that a loud hailer and a new tug of war rope be purchased.  £2000 to be allocated.  
22 - preparation for unitary authority - Charlie Shea-Simonds to draft a letter to Richard Munro regarding more direct liaison with the Parish Steward.
Robert Bruce confirmed that he would present proposals for the

09 -10 Parish Plan at the February meeting.
Future use of the school - the results of the survey undertaken by the UCG were circulated to Councillors.  This matter will also be discussed at the next meeting.   Malcolm Crump to be invited to attend.
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	8.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(077)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £262.51
(078)      L. Chapman (Jan.)                                              100.00                       
(079)      J. Cabra - web site                                                  6.79
(080)      KDC (Gr. Maint.)                                               776.25                                               
(081)      Victim Support donation                                      25.00
                                                                                       £1170.55
The balance in the current account, after payment of the above  would be £19347.86
	

	9.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Robert Bruce agreed to attend the Pilot Area Board meeting.  One of the items on the Agenda is regarding the future of the MOD site at Upavon.
Information files - in future the file would be handed to Charlie Shea-Simonds at the conclusion of each Council meeting.  After he has read it, it will be taken to the Corner Shop where it will be available for Councillors to read.  It should be removed from the shop and Councillors were asked to sign and date the enclosed list after reading.  Any comments can also be made on that sheet.  The file will be collected immediately prior to the next meeting.  It is hope that this will ensure better circulation of the files and their eventual return for filing
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	10.     Items for the Magazine - SPTA news, ‘thank yous’ to John Cabra for providing additional lights for the Xmas tree, Mr. Andrews for providing the tree, Wiltshire Rescue for providing a truck, Reeder’s garage for electricity, Noel Maskell and John Cabra for erecting the tree, notice re the ‘detour’ in the trackway at the end of Vicarage Lane. 
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	11.     Parish Council Web Site  - John Cabra was maintaining and updating this on a regular basis,
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	12.  UCG - Sophie Horton reported that the previous evening’s meeting had been successful, with a good turnout.  The results of the survey regarding community use of the school had been discussed.  Everybody seemed to be pulling together to ensure the success of the project.
Malcolm Crump had agreed to provide the Parish Council with copies of minutes of the group meetings.
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	14.  AOB - the provision of a riverside walk was discussed, particularly with regard to the provision of stiles.  It was suggested that the Parish Council should take some part in funding the project, in order that the path would be covered by the Council’s insurance.  It was suggested the MOD might be responsible for the chain link fencing at the lower playing field and would need to be consulted if a stile were to be provided in order to make a circular path.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to arrange a survey, plan and costings for 09/10.
Noel Maskell was asked to conduct a survey of Riverside Park residents and the owner, asking what they might be able to contribute towards the cost of the proposed footpath.
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	The meeting closed at 8.25  p.m.

	


Next meeting - Wednesday 18th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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