UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 26th October at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS), Paul Cowan, Vice-Chairman (PC), Robert Bruce (RB), Simon Roberts (SRo), Russ Appleton, (RA), Michael Parson (MP), Noel Maskell (NM), John Cabra (JC), Charles Leigh- Bennett (CLB), Julie Swansborough (JS), Sophie Horton (SH), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MCo), Pat Eyre (Clerk) (PE)
Apologies:  Tony Willman (TW), Emma Brown (Pewsey Neighbourhood Police) (EB)
Member of the public - Paul Baggeley, Lyn McCoy
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Robert Hall recommended that the verges around the newly erected gateway signs be strimmed and some branches cut off trees where they were obscuring the signs.  This was agreed.
Lyn McCoy, the artist who had designed and painted the gateway signs, was welcomed to the meeting and thanked for all her work.

Emma Brown was not able to be present, but had presented a report to Charlie Shea-Simons.  There had been a good turnout for the Community Speed Watch Training.  In recent weeks there had been a lot of police action regarding game poaching.  
	CLB 


	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 16.9.09 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - It was reported that the major difficulty in dealing with the problem at the ‘layby’ on the Pewsey road was that access had to be available for farm machinery.  The damaged ‘Bridleway’ sign had been removed, but not replaced.
Robert Hall reported that if there was more flytipping in the layby at Widdington it should be left and reported to Chrissy Powell on 01672 513517 or email - chrissy.powell@wiltshire.gov.uk for the attention of the ‘anti-flytipping’ team.
He also reported that the primary school at Netheravon was looking for a new school governor.  As 18 children from Upavon attend the school, it was suggested that someone from Upavon, not necessarily a parent, might like to become a governor.  This to be ‘advertised’ in the Parish Magazine.
It was agreed that joining with another village to prepare a ‘Village Plan’ would not be a useful exercise, as a Village Design Statement and a Parish Plan for Upavon already existed.
Regarding the footpath from Riverside, there was to be a site meeting on 26th November with Jane Scott.  Noel Maskell reported that there was a stalemate situation with Andrew Ford regarding use of the land.
A letter to be written to John Stevens, thanking him for all his work at the Upper Playing Field and Down View area.  Paul Cowan to sign.

Mick Cotton was introduced as the new Camp Commandant at Trenchard Lines.  He would investigate the possibility of Council representation on the Trenchard Lines Community Group.He would forward some posters regarding the bonfire and fireworks evening.  Pat Eyre to distribute. 
Casual Vacancies - Simon Roberts and Tony Willman were unanimously elected as full Council members, following the resignation of Steve Rutter and Martyn Crockett.
Sorting Office at Marlborough - A letter from Adam Crozier, addressed to Michael Ancram had been forwarded.  This stated that the matter was being investigated.

	PE

CSS/NM/RH
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MCo/PE

PE


	5.  Planning/Development Control  - E/09/1269/TCA - 29 Jarvis Street - tree work - no objection.
- E/09/1292/FUL - Tank crossing - Alpha 1 - no objections

- E/09/1294/FUL - 4 High Street - conservatory - no objections
- E/09/1322/FUL - Upavon Golf Club - use of containers for storage - no objections

E/09/1307/LBC - York Cottage, Trenchard Lines - flue - no objections

E/09/1311/ FUL - 3 The Meadows, Pewsey Road - porch, extension, garage - no objections

	

	6.  Parish Plan  (heading numbers refer to the Parish Plan)  - 
1. - Second noticeboard - Charles Leigh-Bennett had been advised that it would not be advisable to erect this in the bus shelter at Down View.  It was suggested that it should be free-standing.  A quotation of £800 had been received, but it was felt that this was too expensive.  He will obtain further quotes. 
2.  Gateways - it was reported that residents generally were very pleased with these.  Local police had reported that they felt that they were helping to bring down the speed of vehicles.
3.  A345 footpath from Riverside - see Matters Arising.

4.  Highways matters/traffic calming measures - it was felt that the matter of traffic in Chapel Lane should now be dropped from the Agenda.  Michael Parson agreed to investigate the legal position regarding the suggested blue ‘30 mph still applies’ signs.  It was suggested that the width of the Pewsey Road might be reduced by placing a ‘pavement’ on the Grey Flags side.  It was also reported that the results of the Highways Review were awaited.  The ‘No Entry’ sign by The Antelope had still not been repaired.   HGVs had been observed travelling the wrong way up the one way system.   The Speed Watch training had been very successful.  There was discussion regarding the purchase of a speed gun and a portable repeater sign by the Council.  The gun would have to be of the type approved by the police.  It might be possible to share it with other neighbouring Councils.  Charles Leigh-Bennett and Charlie Shea-Simonds to investigate.  Robert Hall reported that Wiltshire Council was considering buying some cameras for letting out on a sharing basis.  Also, some funding might be available from the Area Board.  Robert Bruce confirmed that he would investigate Area Board funding once equipment costs were known.  Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that he was investigating the possibility of reduce the amount of signage around the village.  Tree planting along Devizes Road and Andover Road was due to start shortly.  The cost of the saplings will be around £100.  A request had been received for signage to the Surgery.  It was felt that this was a matter for the Surgery.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to liaise.
5.  Footpaths and bridleways - Russ Appleton reported that the footpath behind the chicken farm from Devizes Road had been made more passable and the owner had promised to check on the issue of overhanging branches from the farm.  The bridleway entrance on Pewsey Road was again discussed, with regard to erecting a sign, but it was felt that this might encourage misuse.
8.  Upavon Community Group - Minutes of the last meeting were not available, but Julie Swansborough reported that events and trips were going well and making a profit for the group.  The meeting had broken up in some disarray and the group was now without a Chairman and another member had resigned.  It was hoped to have resolved some of these issues before the next meeting.  Some volunteers had come forward to offer their services and Ali Perry had agreed to attend the next meeting.  It was felt that the group needed to revisit their Constitution in considering the way forward.   Simon Roberts had agreed to consider becoming involved.
10.  Budget - Robert Bruce reported that it seemed likely that the £4500 allocated to the proposed footpath might have to be carried over into the next financial year.  He would be holding some more open meetings for residents to have their say regarding developments in the village.
12. - Seasonal events - Frank Valentine had made the offer of a tree for the centre of the village.  John Cabra and Paul Cowan to arrange its removal and setting up, including the lights.  Charlie Shea-Simonds to place an item in the Parish Magazine, asking for donation of decorations.   Tony Willman had agreed to lead on arrangements for Villager’s Day next year.  Charlie Shea-Simonds was in the process of organising a visit from a helicopter.
13. Liaison with Trenchard Lines - discussed under item 4.

	CLB
MP

CLB

CSS/CLB

RB

CLB
RA

JS/SRo

JC/PC

TW

	7.  - Playing Fields - both had been inspected by ROSPA and some minor safety measures suggested.  There had been no vandalism at the Lower Playing Field.  A quotation had been received for converting a section of the fencing into a gateway, to allow access for mowing.  There had been some vandalism at the Upper Playing Field, but this had subsequently been repaired.  There was some concern regarding the height of the surrounds of the bark filled areas and it was felt that these should be lowered.  Some more chippings were required for some areas.
	RA/MP



	8.  Village  maintenance - Wilts and Dorset Bus Company had been contacted regarding the possibility of a grant towards the repairs and maintenance of the bus shelter in the centre of the village, but a reply had not been received.  Pat Eyre to write again.

It was queried whether it needed rendering as it was felt this might be out of keeping with its surroundings.  There was also the question of planning permission as it is in the Conservation Area.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to investigate.  The phone box was in need of re-painting and Charles had contacted BT, but they had not called back.

 
	PE

CLB

	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that this was going well.  Parents are also getting involved and one mother had provided an additional high vis. jacket and other an additional grabber.  Next turnout will be Saturday 7th November at 10 a.m. outside The Ship.

	JS


	10.  Web site -  John Cabra reported that this was running well.  SPTA news is now included.  Publicity for the Mobile Library to be included. 

	JC


	11.  Other items - Publicity for the Mobile Library was discussed.  The library service want to encourage more people to use the library.  It was felt that this might be a case of ‘use it or lose it’.  Pat Eyre to arrange display of posters when they had been received.  Also to arrange insertion of the library timetable in the Parish Magazine.

	PE

	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(138)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £271.59
(139)      L. Chapman (October)                                       100.00
(140)      Playsafety Ltd (ROSPA report)                         186.30
(141)      J. Swansborough (Litter picking)                          52.50
(142)      C. D. Sheppard  (Gateways)                                977.50      

                                                                                        £1607.50
The balance in the current account, after payment of the above would be £14891.32
The second half-yearly payment of the Precept of £7500 had been received.
A ‘thank you’ letter had been received from the PCC, thanking the Council for their donations towards the restoration work and the cemetery.

In preparation for the Precept application Pat Eyre to pass the details of receipts and payments to Robert Bruce and Charlie Shea-Simonds.


	PE/RB/CSS

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - Information regarding courses and AGMs etc. had been circulated by email.
	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - Information regarding the mobile library.

	

	15. AOB -   Robert Bruce drew Councillors’ attention to the coming Area Board meeting on the 9th of November.  The main focus was to be waste and recycling.  It was felt that the most important improvement people would like to see would be kerbside collection of plastic and card.

It was reported that the Speed Watch Training had been very successful, with a mix of Councillors and residents.  There may be a need to purchase a camera.  Once a camera is available the police will attend the first session.  A schedule of sessions is to be displayed on the website.                              
	RB

CLB/JC

	The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 18th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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