UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 16th June 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall after the Annual Parish Meeting 
Present:  Paul Cowan, Chairman, (PC), Robert Bruce (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Julie Swansborough (JS), Simon Roberts (SR), Paula Brown (Chairman, (UCG), (PB), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MC) Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Richard Barratt (Pewsey Neighbourhood Police (RBa)
Apologies:  Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), Sophie Horton (SH), Tony Willman (TW), Noel Maskell (NM), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH), 
Members of the public - Ralph Hilliard
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Richard Barratt presented the Police Report.  A male had been arrested outside a local pub on suspicion of being drunk in charge of a motor vehicle.  Police were keen to receive reports about suspected drivers and had been receiving information from the public.  There were no other reported crimes in Upavon during the last month.  Police were patrolling local pubs and surrounding areas during the World Cup season.  Area priorities continue to be anti-social behaviour and mini-moto activity.  Local officers have been trained to use speed detection equipment and have been around in the Pewsey area.  Members of the Parish Council were invited to accompany officers whilst speed checks were being carried out. There had been thefts of garden furniture in the area and members of the public were advised to be vigilant and to store furniture securely.  Richard offered to check whether it would be possible to establish further speed check points within the village. 

Mick Cotton reported that due to the increased use of the airfield at Trenchard Lines he was investigating the possibility of a pelican crossing.  He was awaiting a visit from Highways.  He was also considering ways of enforcing or reducing the speed limit on Andover Road.   He asked that details of the Village Fun Day to be sent to him for circulation at Trenchard Lines.
Ralph Hilliard reported that the newly planted fruit trees seemed to be dying as they were not being watered.  He also raised the matter of speeding vehicles and the various ways that the Council were working on this were discussed.

	RBa

TW/MC

RA/CLB?


	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 19.5.10 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - as a result of recent resignations Russ Appleton was elected as a full member of the Council and Ralph Hilliard was co-opted to sub-committees.  As several Council members were not present, it was agreed to postpone the election of a Vice Chairman to the next meeting.
Simon Roberts reported that he would eventually be leaving the area which would lead to a further vacancy on the Council.

Robert Bruce outlined the functions of the various groups/sub-committees within the Council.  Some tasks and memberships of the groups/teams had been redistributed within the members in order to deal with the vacancies due to resignations and the election/co-option of new members.  He agreed to look at the roles within the Public Safety group and to discuss with Charles Leigh-Bennett.  Generally members were happy with the suggestions made.  Robert agreed to present the new structures at the next meeting

	RB/CLB


	5.  Planning/Development Control  -
E/10/0180/FUL - Kenya Cottage - porch and dormer window - no objections

E/10/0491/FUL - 4 Devizes Road - extension - no objections

E/10/0670/FUL - 39 Fairfield - no objections
E/10/0719/TCA - 10 Chapel Lane - tree work - no objections

	

	6.  Parish Plan  - Village enhancement/centre of the village - Charles Leigh-Bennett was not present, but reported that he was investigating a local source for the provision of noticeboards in the red telephone boxes and had suggested that volunteers might help with the re-painting, but it was suggested that it might be advisable to employ professional help for this.  The removal of telegraph poles appeared to be a non-starter, so it was suggested that this matter be dropped.  Charles had been monitoring the mowing/strimming work, which was not satisfactory around the village gateways.  It was pointed out that strimming also needed to be done around the seat and Millenium post at the top of Devizes Road.  Simon Robert offered to do this.  The new litter bin on the Pewsey Road was now being emptied.
A345 footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell was not present but reported that there was little change.   He had not been able to contact Gareth Rogers but was awaiting a further report from him.  
Speedwatch - John Cabra was not present.  It was felt that this scheme needed more support.  Robert Bruce agreed to place an ‘advert’ in the Parish Magazine asking for more volunteers.  It was also suggested that residents of Trenchard Lines might also be invited to join the ‘team’.  It was also suggested that John Cabra and members of the team might do some publicity on Fun Day to encourage more volunteers.
Footpaths and bridleways -  Russ Appleton reported that WC have been endeavouring to keep the footpaths and bridleways clear.  He had also noted a fallen tree blocking the footpath from Pewsey Road to the allotments and an overhanging branch further down the path which he would attend to.
Upavon Community Group - Paula Brown reported that all was well with the group, apart from some vandalism at the Upper Playing Field.  Notices had been put up stating that the facilities would not be repaired in future and would be removed if any further vandalism occurred.  Ali Perry was close to signing the contract for community use of the school.  The group was organising several activities at the Upper Playing Field for the Village Fun Day.  They were planning a fund raising car wash event at The Antelope.
Seasonal events - Fun Day - Tony Willman was not present but reported that arrangements were in hand for the day.  He would be circulating details and placing posters around the village.  Details would also appear in the Parish Magazine and the various local papers.  Insurance had yet to be obtained, but was in hand.

	CLB
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	7.   Playing Fields etc. - Russ Appleton reported that he and his wife had done some additional weeding at the Upper Playing Field.  He had requested an estimate for the supply of additional bark at the Lower Playing Field which would probably be in the region of £1000.  It was agreed that this was within the budget. He felt that the woodwork on all equipment needed either re-painting or treating with preservative.  He had arranged for the playing fields to be mown in time for the Fun Day. 

	RA

	8. Village maintenance -  bus shelter - estimates were being obtained and Robert Bruce had applied for 50% grant aid from Area Board.
Julie Swansborough had completed work on the seat at the top of Devizes Road and was obtaining materials for restoring the Millenium Post. 
	CLB
RB
JS



	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that there had been another good ‘picking’ session.  There were fewer ‘pickers’ but also less litter.  A problem had been people bagging their dog’s waste and leaving it on the path, rather than putting it in a bin.  It was noted that when Simon Roberts leaves there will be a need for an additional supervisor.


	JS


	10.  Web site -  John Cabra was not present.

	JC


	11.  Other items -  A further letter had been sent to Jim Fox confirming his use the Lower Playing Field on the amended date of 24th September 2011 for parking, providing that any damage is made good.
A report regarding progress on the trackway works had been received.    Mick Cotton confirmed that it would be continuing until October 2011.  There were concerns that local people would use the tracks rather than the regular roads once they were completed.  

	MC

	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(183)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses        £273.59           

(184)      L. Chapman (June)                                                80.00
(185)      Wilts. Council (allotments rent - 2 x 28)               56.00                       
(186)      Community First Membership                               36.00
(187)      J. Swansborough (litter picking)                            65.00
                                                                                          £510.59
Bank Balance after payment of above = £13222.74
Community cleansing grant of £250 had been applied for.

VAT refund of £1787.50 had been applied for. 


	

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - information on courses, meetings etc. in information file.
‘Thank you’ letters had been received from LINK and Bobby Van.

The annual accounts had been prepared and submitted for Internal Audit.  It was agreed that subject to the Auditor approving the accounts they should be regarded as accepted by the Council in order to meet the deadline of the External Auditors.

	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - as above.

	

	15. AOB - There was no other business.

	

	The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 21st July 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall, followed by Parish Council Meeting.
PAGE  
1

