UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Paul Cowan, Chairman, (PC), Robert Bruce, Vice Chairman, (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Noel Maskell (NM), Ralph Hilliard, (RH), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), Peter Williams (PW), Andria Walton (AW), Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Danny Dakin, (DD), Trenchard Lines
Apologies:  Sophie Horton (SH), Alistair Gammie (AG), Paula Brown (Chairman, (UCG), (PB), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MC), Tony Willman (TW), Julie Swansborough (JS), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH)
Members of the public - none present
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Trenchard Lines - Mick Cotton was unable to attend, but Danny Dakin reported on his behalf.  A ‘Puffin’ crossing had been requested from the main entrance to the site across to the hangars, but had been turned down on the grounds that next year’s budget would not be accessible to Trenchard Lines.  A further application was being made, stressing the urgency of the need for a crossing as there would be significantly more troops needing to cross over due to the return of battalions from other areas.  Two more units had already moved in and in the New Year another battalion would be moving in, bringing the numbers back to around 1300, both military and civilian, by April.  Robert Bruce invited representatives from the base to attend planning meetings regarding the Villager’s Day for 2011.  Paul Cowan reported that the Chatterbox pre-school group were moving and asked whether they might be interested in using the Upavon school building.

A police report was not available and Richard Barratt was not present.  Paul Cowan reported that there had been 3 burglaries in Fairfield within the last 2 weeks.  He asked that everyone be aware of suspicious vehicles and if possible note the registration numbers.

Paul also reported that he had been chasing the matter of the parked vehicles around the Avon Square/Watson Close area.  Enforcement notices were being prepared and notices would be given to the individual concerned and displayed on notice boards.  The matter of vehicles and spare parts on the track was being dealt with separately.  Robert Hall had instructed the various officers involved.  Paul Cowan would speak to Jane Scott.  It was felt that something must be done as the matter had now been going on for 20 years.  Sarsen Housing would also be involved as some of the vehicles were on their property, as would the County solicitor. 

	RB
PC

	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 20.10.10 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - dealt with above during the Adjournment.

	


	5.  Planning/Development Control  -
E/10/1418/FUL - Hangar 186, Trenchard Lines - no objection
E/10/1487/FUL - 2 Devizes Road - green oak timber framed building - no objection

E/10/143/FUL - Kenya Cottage - dormer window - no objection

E/10/08/0806 - 8 Fairfield - possible breach of conditions - Paul Cowan had been in touch with the development control officer, who would be investigating this matter.

Public Open  Spaces - Council had been asked to complete a survey, recording all then open spaces within the community.  This was passed to the relevant group for completion - Robert Bruce, Peter Williams and Paul Cowan will be involved.
Paul Cowan reported that he had advised the developer who was interested in speaking to the Parish Council to read the Village Design Statement.  He had not heard anything more since then.


	RB/PW/PC


	6.  Parish Plan  - 
Conversion of red telephone boxes into village noticeboards - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that the relevant group had met and decided that the idea of using the boxes as noticeboards was not viable.  Residents would be asked, through the Parish Magazine, for ideas for their use.  Charles was still seeking quotes for the re-painting.  It was suggested that grants might be available, Paul Cowan agreed to investigate this.
Refurbishment of bus shelter - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that the work was now complete.  Pat Eyre to complete the claim form for the grant from the Area Board.
Old gas lamp at Avon Square - Paul Cowan confirmed that Sarsen Housing were responsible, but were proving difficult to pin down regarding the restoration.
A345 footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell reported that there had been a problem, as Highways had asked for some modifications to be made to the almost completed path.  This work should be completed shortly.  A resident of Riverside had offered to strim the verges, though he had been stopped from strimming the verge opposite Riverside by Highways as they stated that he would not be covered by insurance should he become involved in an accident.  The proposed hardstanding will need consent from Highways, as will the proposed bus shelter.  Paul will liaise with Noel Maskell. 
Speedwatch - John Cabra was not available due to work commitments, but Russ Appleton reported that he had collected the Speed Camera.  The scheme badly needs a co-ordinator.  There had been no response to the appeals for volunteers.  It was felt that the scheme needed a co-ordinator and at least 6 volunteers.  It was also felt that other situations should be available for the use of the camera, but so far it had not been possible to arrange these as permission had to be given by the police.  Charles Leigh-Bennett agreed to contact Andy Peach.   Andria Walton and Russ Appleton agreed to attend a meeting regarding speeding in the area at Pewsey on Thursday evening.  Paul Cowan reported that Rushall had been in touch regarding the ‘Smiling Sid’ signs.  They would be able to contribute towards costs, but Upavon would have to meet their contribution, which could be in the region of £3/4000, which was felt to be too much in view of the current financial climate.
Footpaths and bridleways - Russ Appleton reported that that there had not been any problems with the footpaths and bridleways, though it had been reported that Julie Swansborough had collected two bags of dog waste from the footpath behind Fairfield.  It was suggested that she obtain more warning signs from Wiltshire and attach them to fences, etc.
Budget - Robert Bruce explained the way in which the Precept is made up from Council taxes.  It was decided that, in keeping with the current financial situation, the Precept be retained at the current year’s figure of £14,500.  Council should be considering ways in which to cut costs.  There was some discussion regarding the possibility of obtaining grants to cover the cost of the second part of the proposed footpath from Riverside. 
Upavon Community Group - Paula Brown was not present, but it was reported that the group were close to signing a contract for use of the school.  It was also reported that the Brownies were successfully using the school for their meetings.
Village Fun Day - (9th July 2011) - Robert Bruce had spoken to all the group representatives and attended a meeting of UCG.
Christmas decorations -  Tony Willman had secured a tree which will be erected on December 6th.  John Cabra to supply the lights.
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	7.   Playing Fields etc. - Upper and Lower Playing Fields - Russ Appleton reported that the ROSPA report had been received for both fields.  It was favourable on the whole, but some minor repairs were necessary.  He was obtaining quotes for these.  The goal posts in the Lower field needed to be either painted or removed.  Moles had been active again in the Lower Field and Paul Cowan agreed to ask the Pest Control officer to deal with this problem.  Dog waste was being placed in litter bins, rather than the bins specifically for dog waste.  Much of the waste was in large bags, which made it very difficult to lift them out of the bins.  It was felt that some action needed to be taken regarding this, possibly by placing notices on the bins or sending an open letter to residents of Down View, Watson Close and Avon Square.  Russ was thanked for all his work, which was very much appreciated.
Some residents had asked if it might be possible to have a skip for garden waste, but it was felt that this was not possible in the current climate.
Jim Fox had requested a key for the post at the entrance to the Lower Playing Field.  This was agreed.  Russ Appleton to contact Wiltshire.


	RA
PC
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	8. Village maintenance -  Bus shelter and Gas Lamp dealt with above.  Julie Swansborough continues to work on the seats in the village.

	JS


	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough was not present and a report had not been submitted.  It was suggested that more supervision of the young people involved might be necessary.  It was also felt that it was becoming rather expensive and ways might be found of cutting down the cost.  Russ Appleton and Julie Swansborough were thanked for all their work on this matter.

	JS/RA/PC


	10.  Web site - John Cabra was not present, but it was reported that Alistair Gammie had agreed to take over the running of the site.  There had been a complaint that the last Minutes to appear on the site were those of July.  Minutes to be forwarded to Alistair in future for inclusion on the site.

	JC/AG/PE

	11.  Other items -  Local Transport Plan - Tony Willman and Noel Maskell had attended a meeting in Salisbury.  A report will be issued on line, which will be forwarded to Councillors in due course.
Pewsey Leisure Centre - It was reported that the centre was suffering a financial crisis.  Wiltshire Council wanted to close it, but there was a great deal of local pressure to keep it open.  There was to be a stay of 18 months whilst meetings were held with local councils regarding ways of funding it.  Charles Leigh-Bennett and Paul Cowan would attend.  It was questioned how much it was used by Upavon residents.
It was reported that PACT were looking for a volunteer to manage Upavon school and act as facilitator.  It was felt that Upavon wanted to keep the facility, but questioned how viable this might be.  There was also the possibility that it may re-open in the future as more military families become based at Trenchard Lines. 


	PE
CLB/PC

	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(212)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and expenses          £270.70           

(213)      L. Chapman (November and December)               90.00                                      
(214)      Simon Jones (bus shelter)                                  2884.62 (215)      Playsafety (ROSPA report)                                  197.40
(216)      Wiltshire County (1/2 yearly allotment rent)         28.00
                                                                                        £3470.72                       
Bank balance after payment of above and unpaid cheques  = £8398.96
Precept decision - dealt with above.


	

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - It was agreed that meetings in 2011 would start at 7.00 p.m., hopefully to allow for an earlier finish.

	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - dealt with as arising above.

	

	15. AOB - It was agreed that Robert Bruce would place a notice in the Parish Magazine asking residents who were interested in receiving copies of the Minutes by email to send their email addresses to Pat Eyre.

	RB/PE


	The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 19th January 2011 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall
PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START
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