UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, (CSS),  Paul Cowan, Vice-Chairman, (PC), Robert Bruce (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Michael Parson (MP), Noel Maskell (NM), Julie Swansborough (JS), Sophie Horton (SH), John Cabra (JC), Simon Roberts (SR), Charles Leigh- Bennett (CLB), Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Derek Foord, Pewsey Neighbourhood Police (DF), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH),
Apologies:  Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MC), Tony Willman (TW)
Members of the public - 

(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Robert Hall drew attention to grants available through the Area Boards.  Robert Bruce asked whether it might be worth asking for the grant which was applied for towards the cost of the village entrance ‘gateways’ and was refused on the grounds that it would be retrospective to be reconsidered, as  they had been erected during the 09 - 10 financial year.   It was suggested that Robert raise the matter at the next Area Board meeting.
Derek Foord apologised on behalf of Richard Barratt who was unable to attend and reported on his behalf.
There had been few incidents of notice since the last meeting.

There had been a minor traffic collision, but no serious injury.  There had also been a low value non-dwelling burglary where there were no known offenders and a couple of domestic incidents and a neighbourhood dispute which had been successfully dealt with. 

There have also been thefts of domestic heating oil from tanks in the area.

Richard hoped to be able to attend the next meeting. 

	RB


	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 18.11.09 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - The planned Speed Watch session had been postponed due to the weather.  
	JC



	5.  Planning/Development Control  - E/09/1294/FUL - 4 High Street - conservatory - no objections
- E/09/1322/FUL - Upavon Golf Club - use of containers for storage - no objections

E/09/1307/LBC - York Cottage, Trenchard Lines - flue - granted
E/09/1311/FUL - 3 The Meadows, Pewsey Road - porch, extension, garage - no objections
E/09/1607/FUL - 1 Devizes Road - 2 bed detached house - objections

E/09/1606/FUL - 1 Devizes Road - resubmission - detached dwelling - objections
E/10/0029 - Trenchard Lines - demolish church and build armoury - no objections

	

	6.  Parish Plan  (heading numbers refer to the Parish Plan)  - 
1.  Second noticeboard - it was suggested that once the Parish Council had taken over the red telephone boxes they could be used as noticeboards.  Other suggestions would also be considered.
3.  A345 footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell reported that Andrew Ford had refused to consider leasing the strip of land needed to the Council for a peppercorn rent.  Feedback had not been received from Gareth Rogers of Highways following the last site meeting.  It was suggested that not many people would use the footpath, even if it was possible to provide one.  It was suggested that Noel Maskell carry out a survey amongst the residents of Riverside asking how many would use it and how much they would be prepared to contribute towards the costs.  It was also suggested that Highways be asked to check the width of the road and to prepare costings for the construction of a path on the river side of the road.
4.  Highways matters/traffic calming measures - it was reported that one of the gateway signs had been damaged during the bad weather and was now awaiting repair, costings were not yet available.   Michael Parson agreed to check on the insurance once they were known..  It was suggested that some of the gateways were wrongly erected.  It was pointed out that plans had been available and that they had been approved by Highways.
John Cabra asked whether he might purchase additional batteries for the Speed Watch camera.  This was agreed.  He also agreed to place an article in the Parish Magazine and on the website stating that Speed Watch sessions would be starting soon.  It was also hoped that villagers would be made aware of the dates and times.
Michael Parson had investigated the legality of repeater speed warning signs.  It would not be possible to place these on Andover Road as the street lighting was at the correct distance.  On Pewsey Road it would be possible as the lights were not placed at the correct distance.  It was suggested that temporary flashing ‘30’ signs could be used and moved from time to time.  It might also be possible to share these with Rushall.  Probable cost would be C£3000.  It was suggested that police be involved at an early stage. 
Village Enhancement - tree planting had taken place along Andover Road before Christmas and volunteers who turned up were thanked.  It had been agreed that Nigel Wookey’s trimmers would operate from the field side only.
5.  Footpaths and bridleways - It was reported that Nigel Wookey had done some work on the track and it was recommended that this project now be removed from the 09 -10 Parish plan.  

There was a large amount of litter along the footpath from Andover Road to the Golf Course.
8.  Upavon Community Group - it was reported that the group was now functioning well under the Chairmanship of Paula Brown.  It was suggested that she be invited to the next Council meeting.  The recent events had been successful, though the Quiz evening was postponed for the time being.  There had not been any vandalism at the Upper Playing Field.  Grants were being applied for in order to provide games equipment for the children.  There was still no news about the school being available.  It was felt that the Parish Council would benefit from having a member from the Watson Close/Down View area of the village.
10.  Budget/Precept - It had been agreed that a Precept of £14500 be applied for.  This was a reduction of 3.5%.  It was suggested that a village orchard be created, possibly at Avon Square, also that BT be consulted regarding the possible removal of the telegraph poles in the centre of the village.  It was agreed that the war memorial should not be moved from the cemetery as had been suggested as a possibility.  The issue of ‘apathy’ regarding village events was discussed and it was felt that most people were reasonably happy with things as they are.  It was suggested that more funding should be set aside towards maintenance of the playing fields.  It was agreed that the Parish Steward be asked to trim the verges near the gateway signs.
It was agreed that the possibility of planting trees along the west and east edges of the Upper Playing field should be investigated.

Robert Bruce would present the budget for 10 - 11 at the next meeting.

It was agreed that a further donation of £500 be made to St. Mary’s, towards the restoration of the building.

12. - Seasonal events - Fun Day - Tony Willman had investigated the possible closure of the road in the village centre.  At a cost of £975 this was felt to be impracticable.  It was agreed that signs would be placed, warning drivers of the event.
13. Liaison with Trenchard Lines - no further developments.
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	7.  - Playing Fields etc. - It was agreed that Paul Cowan should ask the ‘ rabbit man’ to visit the Fairfield and Cemetery area.  Also to ask the ‘mole man’ to visit the Upper Playing field.
	PC


	8. Village  maintenance - Bus shelter in the centre of the village - It was suggested that the Council apply for funding (via Area Board?) for the restoration of this.  Paul Cowan would obtain estimates.


	PC/RB


	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that this was going well.  Russ Appleton had also been doing additional picking outside the regular ‘sessions’, for which he was thanked.
It was reported that there had been substantial fly tipping at Widdington, which had already been reported to Wiltshire who were ‘on the case’.  There was also substantial ‘litter’ in the laybys near Trenchard Lines.

	PE

	10.  Web site -  John Cabra agreed to place an item on the website and in the Parish Magazine regarding the change over from analogue to digital television.  Community First had offered to assist people to become volunteers to help others in their communities who were having difficulty.

	JC


	11.  Other items - UCG had raised the issue of a litter bin to be placed in the ‘layby’ on Pewsey Road.  It was agreed that Wiltshire be approached in the first instance.

	PE

	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(148)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and Expenses       £270.39
(149)      L. Chapman (January)                                        100.00
(150)      Charles Leigh-Bennett (pd. to Chew Valley      145.67
               Trees)

(151)       1st Upavon Brownies (donation)                        230.00

(152)       J. Swansborough (litter picking)                          60.00
                                                                                          £806.06

	

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - no items
	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - Speed Watch, Digital changeover

	JC

	15. AOB -  The possible ‘de-priming’ of the A346-A388 Swindon - Salisbury road was discussed.  It was felt that this may have some effect on the volume of HGV’s using the A345, however traffic was to be encouraged to use the A34 (M4 east from junction 15 and south on the A34) route instead.

It was reported that Les Chapman was having significant difficulty in emptying the dog waste bin in the Lower Playing field.  It was agreed that an open letter be sent to residents in The Gardens, asking them to please consider Les and not to place dog waste from their gardens in this bin, but rather to use their own black bins.  Charles Leigh-Bennett to liaise with Les, Pat Eyre to write the open letter and all to liaise with Charlie Shea-Simonds, perhaps to arrange a meeting with Les to discuss the matter.  UCG had also reported that a resident was allowing his dog to foul the Upper Playing field.  He was aware that this had been discussed at the last UCG meeting and hopefully will have taken note.
Noel Maskell asked why there had not been a Christmas tree in the village centre this year.  It was reported that the ones offered had proved to be unsuitable.  It was decided to set a sum aside in the budget to purchase one for next Christmas

Charlie Shea-Simonds, Chairman, announced that he would be standing down from the Council after the next Annual Parish Meeting.  He thanked Robert Bruce, Michael Parson and Pat Eyre for their support over the distressing episode that had precipitated his decision.

Sophie Horton offered apologies for the next four meetings - she will be unable to attend due to the imminent birth of her second baby.   

	CLB/PE/CSS
RB


	The meeting closed at 9 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 17th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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