UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Paul Cowan, Chairman, (PC), Robert Bruce, Vice Chairman, (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Julie Swansborough (JS), Noel Maskell (NM), Ralph Hilliard, (RH), Tony Willman (TW), Charles Leigh- Bennett (CLB), Peter Williams (PW), John Cabra (JC), Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH), (PB), Danny Dakin, (DD), Trenchard Lines
Apologies:  Sophie Horton (SH), Andria Walton (AW), Alistair Gammie (AG), Paula Brown (Chairman, (UCG), Richard Barratt, Pewsey Neighbourhood Police, (RBa), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MC)
Members of the public - Rev. Hugh Hoskins 
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Hugh Hoskins discussed the notice which had appeared in the recent Parish Magazine with regard to artificial flowers being placed in the cemetery.  It was agreed that perhaps the wording had been unfortunate and that an apology would appear in next month’s magazine.  The Parish Council was thanked for the regular donation made to the PCC towards maintenance of the cemetery.  Paul Cowan agreed to call in the pest controller to deal with the rabbits in the cemetery which were eating the fresh flowers.

Robert Hall reported that both Wiltshire County and the local police were looking into the matter of the parked and unlicensed vehicles in Avon Square and the track from Down View to the school.  He would also have a word with Allan Brown. 
Danny Dakin reported that the usual bonfire at Trenchard Lines had been cancelled due to lack of funding.  It was hoped that it may be possible to re-instate this next year.  Accommodation will be at full capacity by April/May 2011 with more units moving in.  There would be a number of younger soldiers and families with school age children.  It was hoped to provide more facilities for them.  Use of the hangars would be re-instated and it was hoped that a ‘Puffin’ crossing would be created at the main entrance.  There would be more use of the airfield by ‘Watchkeeper’.
Richard Barratt was not present, but had sent a report.  There had been several thefts in the Upavon area during the last month.  Garden sheds had been broken into and equipment taken.  It was intended to increase the high visibility patrolling in Upavon during the hours of darkness.  There had been a theft of heating oil in the area.  Residents were asked to be aware and to report any suspicious behaviour to the police.  Police were aware of the problem vehicles in Avon Square and would be dealing with this as soon as possible.  He would like to be present at the CSW site in Upavon and would appreciate receiving dates.
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	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 15.9.10 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - It was reported that there had been 16 fallen trees in the river between Pewsey and Netheravon.  These were being dealt with when and where possible.

	


	5.  Planning/Development Control  -
E/10/1050/FUL - Trenchard Lines - refurbish hangar - granted
E/10/1049 - Trenchard Lines - relocate Portacabin - granted
E/10/0956/CAC - The Lodge - demolish lodge and stables - granted
E/10/0955/FUL - The Lodge - construction of new house, garage and access - granted
E/10/0897/FUL - adjacent to 1 Devizes Road - dwelling and new access - granted.
A query was raised regarding the extension of the porch and garage at 7 (?) Fairfield, which it was felt was not as outlined in the planning permission.  Paul Cowan agreed to have another look at the plans.

Paul had been approached by a developer who wished to discuss possible areas for development within the village.  It was agreed that Paul, Robert Bruce, Charles Leigh-Bennett and Tony Willman would meet with him. 
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	6.  Parish Plan  - Robert Bruce outlined the restructuring of the subcommittees following the co-option of new members to the Council.

Conversion of red telephone boxes into village noticeboards - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that he is still considering the best solution to this issue. 
Refurbishment of bus shelter - Charles Leigh-Bennett recommended that rendering of the bus shelter was not necessary.  Simon Jones would be asked for a revised estimate based on internal re-painting and colour washing the exterior.  Charles Leigh-Bennett and Robert Bruce will liaise as this change may affect the matched funding which had been obtained from Wiltshire Council.
Signage - plans had been received from Highways with their suggestions outlined.  Charles Leigh-Bennett will liaise with WC.

Old gas lamp at Avon Square - Ralph Hilliard confirmed that residents wanted to retain this and suggested that if Sarsen wanted to use the land for car parking, it could be moved.  Wiltshire Council had accepted responsibility for its conservation.  Their officer will be looking at it.

A345 footpath from Riverside - It was understood that Nigel Wookey had agreed to the use of the MOD land for the footpath. The contractors had asked for a further advance payment of £3000.  This was agreed, with the proviso that the remaining £5000 would be paid following completion of the work and the provision of a statement to be forwarded to Wiltshire Council in order to claim the £5000 grant which had been made available from Highways. 
Speedwatch - John Cabra confirmed that he would not be available to co-ordinate this in future as he will be working out of the village.  He asked for a volunteer to replace him, but this was not resolved.  It was suggested that the project was not proving to be successful and that the work on the footpath by the telephone exchange (the approved site for Speedwatch to operate from) was preventing the scheme from operating.  It was suggested that an appeal for more volunteers be made through the Parish Magazine, the web site and local papers.  It was felt that there was a need to involve more members of the community.  It was noted that there was to be a statement regarding replacement measures following the closure of the safety camera partnership after the end of October.
Footpaths and bridleways - There had not been any problems with these, but the unlicensed cars in the track from Down View to the school had prevented the mowing of the verges in that area.  It was reported that there were increasing amounts of dog waste on the footpath from the allotments towards the cemetery and towards the chicken farm.  It was suggested that more signs might be posted, asking walkers to clear up after their dogs. 
Budget - Robert Bruce confirmed details of the overall budget for the Council.  The VAT refund figure was amended to £1787.50. 
Upavon Community Group - Paula Brown was not present, but had sent a report which indicated the group’s plans for a BMX track at the Upper Playing Field.  It was felt that detailed plans should be submitted to the Parish Council for approval.
Village Fun Day - (9th July 2011)  A meeting had been held and guidelines agreed for next year.  UCG had sent apologies and Robert Bruce would meet with them later.  He would chair the meetings and there would be 2 representatives from the Parish Council, two from the PCC and two from UCG.  Parish Council representatives to be Tony Willman and Charles Leigh-Bennett.
Christmas decorations -  £250 has been allowed in the budget to cover costs.  John Cabra would provide the lights and Tony Willman would order a tree.
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	7.   Playing Fields etc. - Upper Playing Field - Russ Appleton reported that there had been a problem with the balance rope fittings which John Stevens had helped to repair.  It was agreed that Russ should purchase some spare replacements for future use.  A large quantity of the bark had been used as playing material and a trench cut into it down to the membrane.  White aerosol paint had been sprayed on the slides.  Dog waste had had to be removed from the entrance to the children’s play area.  It was felt that the field should be closely monitored.  Two picnic tables had been relocated at the request of residents.
Lower Playing Field - Russ had made a new step for the slide to replace one which had been broken.

Both fields had been mown and litter removed.

Russ was thanked for all his work.

Ralph Hilliard reported that he had pruned the fruit trees and asked if he could prune the rest of the trees.  This was agreed.


	

	8. Village maintenance -  Julie Swansborough was thanked for her work on the seats around the village.  It was reported that the Millenium Post was in poor condition.   She will be continuing this work and it was agreed that more wood treatment/stain could be purchased.
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	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that there had been another successful ‘pick’ which included removal of a load of glass from the Widdington ‘layby’.  There had been two new young volunteers who had joined the group.  There was a need for another Parish Councillor to replace Simon Roberts in supervising the volunteers.  Peter Williams volunteered to do this.  Julie would place a notice in the Parish Magazine asking for more parents to join the group. 
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	10.  Web site - John Cabra reported that he may not be able to continue to run the site, due to his new work commitments.  Tony Willman offered to help.  Robert Bruce agreed to ask Alistair Gammie if he might be able to help.
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	11.  Other items -  Street lighting which might be switched off between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. had been identified by the Public Safety group within the Council.  John Cabra to reply.
Local Transport Plan - Paul Cowan reported that local bus routes were being reviewed.  It was agreed that Tony Willman and Noel Maskell would attend the workshop being arranged by Wiltshire Council at Salisbury on November 16th.
Grit bins - additional bins had been requested and the result would be known after the next Area Board meeting.
Litter bins - due to the incapacity of Les Chapman, John Stevens had offered to deal with these. He had stated that he did not want to be paid and it was agreed that Council should offer to make a donation to a local charity of his choice by way of a ‘thank you’.  Paul Cowan agreed to speak to him about this.
White liner and loud-hailer - These were currently being stored by Julie Swansborough who asked whether other arrangements could be made.  It was suggested that the PCC might allow them to be stored in the shed in the churchyard.  Paul Cowan agreed to ask Bill Bracher about this.
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	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(205)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary and expenses          £281.09           

(206)      L. Chapman (October)                                         100.00                  
(207)      British Legion - wreath                                          25.00 (208)      Wiltshire Council - mowing                                 836.95

(209)       Mazars - external audit                                        158.62

(210)       J. Swansborough - litter picking                            87.50 
                                                                                         £1489.16
Bank balance after payment of above and unpaid cheques  = £14937.18
The 2nd half year Precept of £7250 had been received.

The Annual accounts had passed the external audit. 

	

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - attention was drawn to the AGMs of VAK and WALC.
	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - see above.

	

	15. AOB - John Cabra, because of impending increased work commitments asked to be replaced as public safety group leader but agreed to remain as a group member.  Noel Maskell volunteered to take over as group leader..
Paul Cowan agreed to look at the pruned cherry trees in the Down View area.

	PC

	The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 17th November 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
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