UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 21st July 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Upavon Village Hall 
Present:  Paul Cowan, Chairman, (PC), Robert Bruce (RB), Russ Appleton, (RA), Julie Swansborough (JS), Sophie Horton (SH), Tony Willman (TW), Noel Maskell (NM), Charles Leigh-Bennett (CLB), Ralph Hilliard, (RH), Pat Eyre, (Clerk), (PE), Robert Hall, Wiltshire Council, (RH),
Apologies:  Paula Brown (Chairman, (UCG), (PB), Mick Cotton, Trenchard Lines, (MC), Richard Barratt, Pewsey Neighbourhood Police, (RBa)
Members of the public - Sally Lewis, Mary Cox
(WC = Wiltshire Council, UCG = Upavon Community Group)
                                                                                                                  ACTION                                                                                                                                    
	2.    Adjournment - Richard Barratt was not present but had submitted a report.  There had been a minor assault by a known offender in Upavon.  Richard was pursuing the matter of abandoned cars in the Avon Square area.  Crime is the area had decreased over the last 3 months.  There had been no incidents involving mini motos in the area recently.  He had also been in contact with PC Foord regarding other possible sitings for the speedwatch teams in Upavon.
Robert Hall offered to raise this matter, but reported that the budget for road cameras was being cut by a third and reductions will need to be made in their use.  He outlined the process of ‘cautioning’ offenders.  It was felt that this was somewhat drawn out and that the teams needed to be able to feel some satisfaction for their efforts.
It was reported that Ali Perry (VAK) now had the keys to the school, which was being held in trust for community use.  There was still outstanding work to be done on the building before it was fit for use.  (Later it was confirmed that PACT is now the tenant of the school.)
Mike Cotton had reported that there would be increased activities at Trenchard Lines from October onwards, but that it was not likely that the school would be re-opened for use by MOD families as it was felt that they could be accommodated at other schools in the area.

	RBa



	3.  The Minutes of the meeting 16.6.10 were agreed and signed. 

	

	4.  Matters Arising - Simon Roberts had resigned, which meant that there was now another vacancy on the Council.  This would be advertised by poster, on the website and in the next issue of the Parish Magazine.  A letter of appreciation had been sent to Simon.
Robert Bruce was elected as Vice Chairman of the Council.

Robert Bruce outlined the membership of the Council’s sub-groups.  John Cabra agreed to be leader of the Public Safety group and Charles Leigh-Bennett agreed to lead the Community Enhancement group.  Ralph Hilliard agreed to be a member of this group.  He had agreed to water the trees which had been planted at the top end of the village.  It was agreed that he could remove the posts which were now not necessary.  
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	5.  Planning/Development Control  -
E/10/0180/FUL - Kenya Cottage - porch and dormer window - no objections

E/10/0491/FUL - 4 Devizes Road - extension - granted
E/10/0670/FUL - 39 Fairfield - granted
E/10/0719/TCA - 10 Chapel Lane - tree work - granted
E/10/0847/FUL - Trenchard Lines - change of use, replace roof - no objections

E/10/0806/FUL - 8 Fairfield - extension and garage roof - no objections

E/10/0755 - 14 Watson Close - rear extension - granted

E/10/0897/FUL - adjacent to 1 Devizes Road - dwelling and new access - 
It was reported that work had commenced at 8 Fairfield, though permission had not yet been granted.  Paul Cowan agreed to phone the WC ‘enforcer’.

	

	6.  Parish Plan  - Village enhancement/centre of the village - Charles Leigh-Bennett reported that Simon Jones should be starting work on the bus shelter shortly.  A grant of 50% of the costs had been agreed with Pewsey Area Board.   He asked for contact details of local ‘handypersons’ who might be able to re-paint the telephone boxes and fit noticeboards, etc.  He suggested that Sarsen Housing be approached regarding the gas lamp post at Avon Square which was in need of refurbishment.  The Parish steward had been asked to weed around the Diana seat and underneath the window of the old post office.
A345 footpath from Riverside - Noel Maskell reported that all interested parties had now agreed that the work could go ahead on the section from Grey Flags entrance and the telephone exchange.  The MOD had submitted a draft contract, which it was agreed should be looked at by Michael Parson.  There would be an annual ‘fee’ to be paid to the MOD of £30.  The contractor (Drinnan) was ready to start in about 2 weeks time. Once the grant of £5000 from Highways was also confirmed, Noel agreed to contact Paul Cowan before work started.  Total costs were estimated to be £7250, which would leave £2250 to be paid by the Council.
Speedwatch - Paul Cowan had discussed the possibility of sharing a flashing sign with Rushall, but it was felt that they would not be able to contribute sufficient funding.  The possibility of approaching North Newnton was also discussed.  It was reported that Baydon had been prosecuted for not having obtained planning permission for every post used.  It was also reported that WC were buying 8 signs which could be moved around.  John Cabra agreed to contact them.  He reported that Upavon only had use of the camera infrequently.  There was also a need to train more people.  John would contact ‘volunteers’ and place them in teams.  Ralph Hilliard volunteered to join the teams.
Footpaths and bridleways -  Russ Appleton reported that the dangerous tree on the footpath by the allotments had been removed by Alistair Fyfe.  He asked that a ‘thank you’ letter be sent to WC for mowing the fields before Fun Day.   Fencing slats had been repaired on the Lower Playing Field.  Russ and his wife had done some weeding on both fields.  It was felt that the bark chips needed topping up on the Lower Field.  A quotation had been received of £96 per cubic metre - C£1000 in total.  It was agreed this should go ahead pending the ROSPA inspection in September.  The woodwork on all equipment needed re-painting/treating.  It was suggested that this should be budgeted for in 10 - 11.  Russ was asking a fencing contractor for a quotation regarding a ‘gateway’ at the Lower Field to allow access for mowing.
Budget - Robert Bruce reported that the Council was ‘on budget’ for the current year.

Upavon Community Group - Paula Brown was not present but had reported that they had had ‘a great day’ on Fun Day and were considering a day which would be separate from the church fete next year.  Events for the children were being planned for the summer holidays.
Seasonal events - Fun Day - Tony Willman was thanked for all his efforts in co-ordinating the Parish Council element of the day.  It was felt that generally events had gone well, but the day was somewhat fragmented.  It was felt that the day should be restructured.  It was suggested that a committee should be formed with 2 members from the Parish Council, 2 from UCG and 2 from the church, starting from September to allow plenty of planning time.  Robert Bruce offered to co-ordinate this.  He will contact the various groups.  It was felt that it was better for village unity to have one day for the whole village, rather than separate days run by different groups.  Tony Willman said that he was prepared to run the Tug of War again.   £28 had been collected from the pony rides.
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	7.   Playing Fields etc. - see above. 

	

	8. Village maintenance -  bus shelter - see above.
Julie Swansborough had completed work on the seat and the Millenium Post at the top of Devizes Road.  She will be working on the other seats in the village in due course.
	JS



	9.  Litter picking - Julie Swansborough reported that an additional ‘pick’ had been carried out following the Fun Day.  Another ‘volunteer’ adult was needed to replace Simon Roberts.  Sophie Horton offered to do this, after August.  Russ Appleton was thanked for all his help.  Paul Cowan also offered to help if needed.

	JS
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	10.  Web site -  John Cabra reported that the site had been updated following Robert Bruce’s suggestions.  A double glazing company had enquired about advertising on the site.  It was decided that this would be acceptable, subject to a charge of £50 a month or an annual sum of £500.  It would be necessary to make clear that the company was not endorsed by the Council.  Pat Eyre to contact.

	JC
PE

	11.  Other items -  It had been reported that the Victorian gas lamp post at Avon Square was in need of restoration.  (see above)  Ralph Hilliard offered to find out more about the history of the lamp.  Charles Leigh-Bennett offered to contact Sarsen Housing, suggesting that the Council would like to see it preserved.
The possibility of nominating someone who had contributed to sports events in the village for an award under the Torch Trophy Trust was discussed, but it was not thought appropriate at this time.


	RH
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	12.  Finance -  Cheques for payment were -

(190)      P. M. Eyre - Clerk’s Salary, Expenses and

               Annual Office Allowance                                   £582.87           

(191)      L. Chapman (July and August)                             180.00                  
(192)      Cancelled

(193)      J. Swansborough - litter picking + Fun Day         346.70                       
(194)      A. S. Willman - insurance, Fun Day                       60.00                               
(195)      Charles Leigh-Bennett - pony rides, Fun Day      150.00
                                                                                         £1319.57
Bank Balance after payment of above = £13604.57
Community cleansing grant of £250 had been received.
VAT refund of £1787.50 had been received. 

Pewsey Parish Council had asked for a donation towards the costs of maintaining the public toilets in Pewsey.  It was agreed that the Council would not make a donation.  St. John’s Ambulance had also asked for a donation.  It was decided to review the donations made by the Council.  Pat Eyre to prepare a list on an annual basis to be considered at the next meeting.

	PE

	13.  Clerk’s notes and correspondence - information on courses, meetings etc. in information file.   Attention was drawn to WC equipment loan scheme and the War Memorial Trust information in the file. 
	

	14.  Items for the Magazine - Vacancy for a Councillor.
       -  Notice regarding dog waste being placed in inappropriate 

          bins.


	PE
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	15. AOB - It was felt that it was no longer appropriate for ex-councillors to be included in the Council’s mailing list.  Paul Cowan agreed to talk to ex-Councillors to explain this.  Pat Eyre to contact ex-Councillors, advising them that they would no longer be included.  It was felt that they could read Agendas, Minutes etc. either on the website, in the Post Office and on the Parish noticeboard.
Robert Hall reported that there were to be many cuts in government spending.  Local government was expected to make cuts of 25% - this meant that there would be less funding available to local Councils.  
It was felt that the local Area Board system was working well.

Robert Bruce suggested that the Council should strongly promote a ‘One Village, One Community’ approach.

	PC
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	The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

	


FROM THE CHAIRMAN & THE CLERK - PLEASE READ THE CONTENTS OF THE INFORMATION FILE IN THE CORNER SHOP - THANK YOU!
Next meeting - Wednesday 15th September 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall, followed by Parish Council Meeting.
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